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FOREWARD

TEN YEARS OF AUTONOMY

The links of friendship and fellowship, which bind us so closely to British Methodism and unite us to the larger family of Methodism throughout the world were the theme of Dr. Maldwyn Edward’s address as he stood in floodlit chapel of Cape Coast, ten years ago.  He was right.  We have rededicated ourselves to researching new ways of meaningful worship, fellowship, and social service and world evangelism.

All ventures under the auspices of the Christian Council have been supported by our prayers and active participation and we believe that our eyes are being opened towards the understanding of different points of view among the denominations; we are continuing our conversation and co-operation with our sister churches.

We are finding ways of improving our church finances by introducing the Pledging System and there are encouraging signs that this would be adopted.

Fortunately we are not plagued by cultural and social barriers with racial overtones.  We are, however, not unaware of the call of Christ to take the gospel to small language groups among us.

We give thanks to God for the increase in the numerical strength of our ministry and also thank the ministers for the great work they have done under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  May he strengthen them in the years ahead.

Our Laymen’s Association has never been more buoyant than now; we believe that their participation in Church work would be strengthened.

The de-centralization of the Youth work within the Conference area has been a great help to all the Districts and Circuits.  Our Youth Organization has affiliated to sister organizations and we are glad to report the enormous benefits, which are accruing thereby.

The ten years have seen the establishment of a Deaconess Order in Ghana, thanks to the (Gracious Almighty God) that the church is enjoying with much gratitude the generosity of Women’s Fellowship towards our Northern Ghana Mission in money, sewing materials and clothing.

Here we would make mention of the Christian Service Committee’s support of our Agricultural Mission in the North.  There is need for the expansion of this programme in order to make it more viable and self-paying.

Our Akosombo Dam site posed a new problem in evangelism:  the Resettlement of the evacuees.  We charged our Accra District with task of caring for the dispossessed and the displaced; in fact we had hoped to receive an Ecumenical team for such a huge enterprise and we are processing plans for this venture too.

We believe our 51 per cent share of the Mfantsiman Press Limited would now solve the shortage of our stationery for church work. The church remembers the Book Depot Staff in its prayers; the Depot’s operation in the first five years of our autonomy yielded appreciable dividends; but for the Ministry’s stoppage of the purchase of schoolbooks, the church would have continued to maintain her various adjuncts from their profits.

In view of the church’s policy in accepting senior men into the Ministry, the training of more Catechists has been on a diminishing scale.

Our Kumasi District has been charged with the care of a newly opened mission in Ashanti: the Lake Bosumtwi Mission.  We hope to advertise this also for help from overseas churches. 

I need not bore you with a long preface, but “what hath God wrought?”

We do not for a moment believe that Revival begins with a more sentimental backward glance at what happened centuries ago; we feel we have to get to that place of complete surrender to God’s will when His Spirit would be poured out upon us in abundant measure. 

With the change in the direction of Government policy, especially as it affects Education, Discipline and Social Service, we too, in our class meetings and sermons, hope to pursue a goal towards the consideration of human dignity and the right of justice for all.  

As we pray that the ripe wisdom, the gracious spirit and the deep insight of our missionaries and our “mother” church overseas might be vouchsafed to us in this troubled and puzzled world of ours, we rejoice in the vibrant and buoyant spirit of the members of this “daughter” church of ours which has made the significant strides forward possible during the last ten years.  Floret Ghana Methodism.  May God’s Blessing be with us in all our ways and may our efforts be crowned with glorious achievement.

REV.T.WALLACE KOOMSON

President

MESSAGES

I rejoice, in company with the whole Methodist Church of Great Britain, with the Methodist Church of Ghana on the attainment of ten years of autonomy.  This is a wonderful achievement, and promises a yet greater future of service to Ghana and to the one Church of Jesus Christ.

REV. RUPERT E. DAVIES

President of the Methodist Conference of Great Britain

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Message from His Excellency the President to the Conference of the Methodist Church, Ghana, on the occasion of the Celebration 

of the 10th Anniversary of its autonomy

The attainment of autonomy by the Methodist Church of Ghana ten years ago was a momentous event in the history of Methodism in this country.  This new status constituted an opportunity as well as a challenge and opened up new vistas of hope and promise for the Church.  The commemoration of this historic event is a testimony of the success, which the Church has tremendously increased, with a remarkable expansion of its activities and a corresponding growth of its membership.  The Methodist Church has boldly launched fresh initiatives in missionary work with encouraging results and has played a vital role in our national life.

This high standard of progress is a clear vindication of the courage and vision of those who so readily accepted the challenge and responsibility of the new status.  This anniversary should, therefore, be an occasion for the expression of gratitude to God for the success, which has attended the work of the Methodist Church of Ghana.  While providing an opportunity for stocktaking, the celebration should also inspire the members of the Church to rededicate themselves to the great task that lies ahead.

On this happy occasion, I offer my heartiest congratulations to the Conference of the Methodist Church of Ghana and wish it abundant blessings and success.  Furthermore, I wish to pay special tribute to the devoted band of workers, both clergy and laity, whose inspired labors and sacrifice have contributed to this great achievement.  It is my fervent hope and prayer that the Methodist Church will redouble its efforts in helping to build in our country a society imbued with a high sense of moral and spiritual values.

MR EDWARD AKUFO-ADDO

President of Ghana

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER


Ten years have gone by since the Methodist Church of Ghana became autonomous and assumed full responsibility for the mission and advancement of Methodism in Ghana.  As we reflect on the contribution that the Methodist Church has made towards the progress of Christianity and education in this country, we have cause to be thankful to God for the use to which He has put the Methodist Church, His own instrument.


The state of our nation today clearly shows that our deepest needs as a nation lie in the moral sphere: in the need for honesty, self-giving service and love and active goodwill for one another.  This moral need is the measure of the heavy tasks and the challenging opportunities open to the Methodist Church, and, indeed, the whole Christian community of Ghana.  As we enter upon a new decade may God’s own spirit strengthen, equip, guide and continue to use His Church for the fulfillment of His work, to His glory.  On behalf of the Government and on my own behalf, I send our thanks and best wishes to the Methodist Church of Ghana.

RT. HON.DR.K.A.BUSIA

Prime Minister

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESSES DURING THE

PERIOD OF AUTONOMY, 1961-70

THE ADDRESS TO CONFERENCE, 1962, MEETING

IN ACCRA, BY THE PRESIDENT

The Rev. Francis C.F.Grant


Fathers and brethren, I say a hearty “welcome” to all present in the name of Christ our Lord.  We are all deeply grateful to God for bringing us together in this First Annual Conference of the Methodist Church, Ghana.  It is a great privilege that God has given us to assemble together for the business of the Church.  I wonder if our small Conference of 150 members is larger than the first conference of the Early Church that met in Jerusalem, of which we read in the fifteenth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.  Like that Conference we must depend on the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit in all we do.

THE PURPOSE OF CONFERENCE


The purpose of a Methodist Conference is (i) to consider the inner life of the Church in order to guide and build up the Societies, and (ii) to take counsel concerning the means and methods by which the Christian mission in the world may be carried out.  For all this we shall need to pray continually during our sessions, if we are to be enabled to serve the present age and do the Master’s will.


The Church is God’s agent for making visible the Kingdom of God on earth.  We must seek to bring every part of the life of the nation under the sway of Christ.  The spirits of Jesus Christ must be infused into the life of the home, into business and trade, into industry and politics, into law and custom.  This is our task, which we share with all the Churches of Christ.  It is for this that we are assembled to consult together and plan under the guidance of God.

THE CARE OF YOUNG PEOPLE


IN THE church’s programme the care of the young has a supremely important place.  Our Lord charged the Prince of the Apostles saying in the first place, “Feed my lambs.”  It was later that He said, “Tend my sheep,” and “Feed my sheep.” Church leaders generally concentrate on meeting the needs of the older people. I call upon the Church to realize her great opportunity and responsibility at this time and to seek in every possible way to lead young people to put their trust in the Savior.


In many parts of the world there are forces at work, which seek to destroy faith in God and to discount individual personality.  Let me illustrate by a quotation from a speech by Khrushchev at the 22nd Congress of the Communist Party in October 1961.  He said, “Communist education implies the emancipation of the mind from religious prejudices and superstitions which still prevent some Soviet people from displaying their creative ability to the full.  A more effective, better-organized system of scientific atheist propaganda is needed, one that will prevent the dissemination of religious views, especially among children and adolescents.”


The President of our Republic {the ex-President Kwame Nkrumah who was removed from office in February 1966}, has publicly declared himself a Christian, and that promises well for our country; others may be led by that fact to consider the Christian faith seriously.  It may also mean that the governmental power in this country will respect religious faith.  But we are certainly not blind to the attempts of some people in this and other parts of the world to rob children of their Christian faith and their loyalty to home and family.  Wherever they succeed the basic strength of the nation is undermined, and the people are lost to God and happiness.


This Conference must consider how to provide for the young in its teaching and worship and training for service in the community.  The Church must endeavor to make the young more than ever at home in the Family of God fully established in faith and love for the Lord Jesus Christ and holy in their manner of life.

FAMILY PRAYERS


Once more we must bring home strongly to our people the need for a wider practice of family prayers, when the World of God is read and Christian truths are learned, and God whispers in the hearts of the old and the young and sends them His grace. 


We have provided suitable aids for use in Christian homes: Light for our Path and Methodist Faith.  Light for our Path is published by the IBRA and distributed by the Christian Council.  Our Methodist Faith is edited by Huge E. Thomas and published by Atlantis Press.  We must encourage our Members to use these aids in private devotion and at family prayers, and so ensure a steady flow of upright and reliable citizens around whom a healthier community may rise.  Parents and guardians of young people may call those who live with them in their houses to gather with them in prayer before God who gives strength and salvation to all.  “The mind of Christ is to be learned in the family.  Strength of character may be acquired at work, but beauty of character is learned at home.  There the affections are trained.”-Henry Drummond. 


When members of the family scatter, we hope that they will maintain the practice of private prayer and preserve the privilege of having their lives controlled by God.  It will be a great thing for this nation to have more and more of her sons and daughters God-controlled; for then they will be truthful and honorable, uncourageous and pure.  Such make a nation great and strong.

    “Not gold, but only men, can make

      A people great and strong-

Men who, for truth and honor’s sake,

Stand fast and suffer long, brave men, who work while others sleep,

Who dare while others fly-

They build a nation’s pillars deep, 

And lift them to the sky.”- R. W. Emerson

This Conference serves the nation worthily when we succeed in planning for the setting up of homes from which prayer ascends daily to God and in which God is pleased to abide. “The people that know their God shall be strong and do exploits.” Daniel 11:32.

OUR PLACE IN WORLD METHODISM

We have now emerged as an independent Church with our own autonomous Conference.  It is going to take all we have and are to do our God-appointed task and fulfill our mission.  I am glad therefore that we are all of one mind, resolved not to be self-centred.

“In all these things we have been always aware that autonomy is not an end in itself, but a step along the way to realizing a complete interdependence of partnership in obedience to our Lord.” (Letter, Connexional Overseas Consultation, June 1961.) 

Our Conference is part of the Council of the Methodist Church in West Africa together with our people in the Gambia, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Dahomey, Togo and Nigeria.  We have also taken our place in the World Methodist Council; and in this way we are drawn together in fellowship with those who share with us a common heritage to promote among ourselves “evangelistic, educational, historical and other co-operative movements”.

This is not to encase ourselves in hard denominational shell, It is in order to strengthen and make more worthy, under God, the Methodist contribution to the store of truth and grace of the one Church to be bodily revealed to the world.  We must be glad about our membership in the World Council of Churches, and prepare to play our full part in the life and work of an institution, which as Lucas Vischer says,” enables the Churches to give expression to the unity which they have attained, and to continue their common quest for unity”.

THE CHURCH IN AFRICA


We need also to have a really vital link with the All Africa Conference of Churches; for surely Christian people all over this continent need one another for fellowship and counsel and mutual support.  From one end of the continent to another the Name of Jesus is adored, and we are members one of another. 


“One holy Church, one army strong,


One steadfast high intent,


One working band, one harvest sang,


One King omnipotent.”-Samuel Johnson

We thank God for the Union negotiations into which the Holy Spirit has led us in Ghana, and which are going on among us and the Anglican and Presbyterian Churches.  Now we pray that others in this country may join in our prayers and efforts to bring about a united Christian Church in Ghana.  All the member-Churches of the Christian Council, except the Baptist Church are now joined in Union negotiations.


We exhort our people to love their neighbors in the other denominations, seek to understand them and co-operate with them.  This will demonstrate to the world how Christians love one another, and who knows how unbelievers will be affected by it?

OUR PRIORITIES


While engaged in these high services to which the Lord has called us, we must not turn aside from the tasks that need to be undertaken here and now: (i) to enable our people to worship more intelligently and to understand the truth as it is in Jesus Christ our Lord, (ii) to plan and prosecute a campaign in every Society and Circuit to make our people literate, and (ii) to enable every Member to be an evangelist bringing neighbors into a saving knowledge of Christ by the spoken word and the witnessing life.


Let us go out always remembering that God in His providence raised up the people called Methodists to spread Scriptural holiness throughout the land by the proclamation of the evangelical faith, and to declare our unfaltering resolve to be true to our divinely appointed mission. 

THE ADDRESS TO CONFERNECE, 1963 MEETING

IN KUMASI BY THE PRESIDENT

The Reverend Francis C.F.Grant


Fathers and brethren, I greet you all with a hearty welcome to this Conference, and I exhort you all to rejoice that it has pleased God to call us into His service.  It is a great privilege, and we know that we are unworthy of it because of our sinfulness and our insufficient wisdom.  If in spite of this God had called us, we know that it is because He has provided for making us equal to the tasks involved in the call, and He will carry us through.

THE ALDERSGATE EXPERIENCE


There has been a world –wide commemoration of the Aldersgate experience of John Wesley throughout Methodism in which we took part.  The intention of the World Methodist Council in this celebration was to set forth plainly the words of our Lord, “Ye must be born again”.  It was to stress the fact that the experience of forgiveness is fundamental to our life with God.


It was to insist that a man may know Jesus Christ receiving the assurance of sins forgiven, becoming a new creature in Christ and going on to perfection.  These experiences come to man as a gift of God in response to faith.  You and I and all our people are called to full commitment to Christ and to complete dedication to spread scriptural holiness throughout the land.


Ghana today is not like the Britain of 1738, nor are we all like John Wesley, but each of us needs his own Aldersgate. It is our high duty and privilege to help one another to find this experience of Aldersgate, we need the assurance that God has taken away our sins, even mine, and saved us from the law of sin and death.


Every Minister and Leader must seek the new birth by which the Holy Spirit begets us into the family of God.  We must, with deliberate intent, help each member to experience the new birth.  Your and I know how often we go away from our Leaders’ Meetings with the depressing thought that many fellow-Leaders are strangers to this blessed experience.  Let us engage ourselves to bring all to the knowledge of the saving grace of Christ our Lord.

OUR METHODIST FAITH

It was to help us to learn these truths of salvation in Christ that I appealed to the Rev.Hugh Thomas to produce the little manual Our Methodist Faith.  I have a feeling that this document is being neglected.  The study, the labour and the prayers behind the writing of this valuable manual must not be wasted.  A diligent study of the way of salvation by means of this book will be found eternally rewarding.  Accompanied by prayer at every step such study is bound to result in the opening of our hearts to the Holy Spirit to accomplish His work of grace in us.


Use this manual together with your Bible and Hymnbook and Catechism.  If you find your heart cold and insensible to the touch of God, then know that you are on the brink of eternal death.  Besiege the Throne of Grace.  Cry to God to save you.  Storm the gate that leads to eternal life until it is opened to you.  You will then know the working of the Holy Spirit, and your heart will be “strangely warmed” you will know your sins forgiven, you will have the mind of Christ and you will become a child of God.


Teach what you learn to another person in conversation and share your new experience with others in the class meeting.  I know that this is almost impossible in a large group; indeed large fellowship groups defeat the end for which they are held.  As long as we persist in large class-meetings, we are wasting our time and labour, and may be even hardening our hearts against the grace of God.  Large class meetings are a curse to the Church. I appeal to Ministers to reduce the size of classes, first, by training and appointing new Leaders and also, by continually emphasizing the need for the sharing of individual experience of God.  Brethren, let us be willing and resolved to do this service for our people and for our Lord.


Local Preachers and Leaders can profit immensely in the study of Our Methodist faith in an advanced way by adding Wesley’s sermons, his Notes on the New Testament, and his Journal, and also by using the books referred to in the manual for consultation.  What made me ask Hugh Thomas to help us with references to these sources was this: I read a book by a Roman Catholic layman and marveled at his wide and intimate knowledge of Wesley’s works in relation to Christian doctrine and life, and the enormous good it seemed to have done him.  I may never meet him in this life, but in heaven I shall ask the Master to introduce me to this man!


It is in order to know the way of salvation more surely that we are urging our Methodist people to these studies.  What a thrilling life we should have in the Church with every member a converted man pressing forward towards entire sanctification! May God prosper our labours in the cause of the everlasting Gospel.

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE


A Church that gives such careful teaching and training is bound to have a membership devoted to the Lord and Savior, men and women who are “captives of Christ”.  Only such people can make Christian homes.  They will marry with strong Christian intention, and will be eager to seek God’s blessing through the prayers of the Church in which they delight.


A large proportion of our Members shun the blessing of marriage as if it were a curse: what testimonial does their presence in the Church gives to us as teachers and pastors?  Those who do not desire to be bound in Holy Matrimony are not convincing when they say that their people objects to the blessing of marriage for fear that Christian marriage entitle someone outside their ebusua to inherit their property.  They are not convincing because it is common knowledge that if a man so desires, he can secure his property for the ebusua by a written will.


If it is possible for our Members to profess themselves Christian and at the same time to oppose the taking of Christian marriage vows, then their attitude is a great condemnation of us as ministers and pastors. We have failed to let them see the meaning and beauty of Christian marriage for both husband and wife, and the richness of the life of a home based on such a marriage.


How often do we study with our people such Scriptures as Ephesians 5:22-33, Colossians 3: 18-19 and 1 Peter 3: 1-7? And above all, the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Gospels concerning marriage and divorce? Have attempts been made in our churches to lead our people to welcome in the Form of Solemnization of Matrimony contained in out Book of Offices? Such prayers and such descriptions of real Christian husbands and wives as are given in the New Testament must surely attract men and women to embrace Christian vows.  It is an energetic pastoral ministry that our people need.  We must give it to them for their own sakes and for the sake of our blessed Lord who has committed them to our care.


The way we have of simply pressing on our Members the observance of our Rules has failed miserably.  It has not met with a joyful response: the grudging response of the few is bound to fail because they have neither the heart nor the understanding for the undertaking.  We should help them one by one to understand and to love what God asks of His people.

CHRISTAIAN HOME YEAR


Brethren, let us agree to declare the new Connexional Year into which we are about to enter a Christian Home Year.  Let us carry out persistent campaign to win our people to a sincere love of God and to a glad obedience to Him in all things.  We want them to surrender their entire lives to the Lord Jesus Christ and open their hearts to the influence of the Holy Spirit that they may be born anew into the Kingdom of God.


Let us urge people to present their bodies a living sacrifice, holy acceptable to God, consecrating their thoughts and feelings, their words and actions to him.  They will offer their sex to God for holy use only; they will seek His approval and blessing on their marriage and bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.


We must be able to offer to God a continuous stream of people seeking and being given blessing on their marriage until there is not a member who is not married in the Lord. The unmarried should be taught and trained in the principles and practice of Christian marriage, so that they desire to be wedded in Church, and each receive the partner from God’s hands to live together in God and for God.


In the early days of Methodism in this country, Father Freeman, a missionary working in Ghana from 1836-90, and his successors blessed the marriage of every married convert before the administration of baptism.  Let us go back to this, and teach every catechumen hoe to be a Christian husband or wife leading him to prize the blessing of his marriage, and then let us bless the marriage before we baptize him and his partner.  Also, we read of Father Freeman at every station blessing the marriages contracted since his last visit there.  I commend this to you, brethren, and pray that God may give you abundant success.


What a wonderful year it will be if we carry out this plan faithfully, and at the end of it we can present to God a Church in which all marriages are blessed in His Name and all homes are established in His Spirit!


There is no surer way of creating a country rich in happy homes.  And where there are happy homes, there are the best conditions for producing a constant stream of sturdy, dependable citizens, business has chances of flourishing, politics has a cleaner history and bomb-throwing and other political crimes become unknown.


“O happy home where two in heart united


In holy faith and blessed hope are one,


Whom death a little while alone divideth,


And cannot end the union here begun!


O happy home whose little ones are given


Early to Thee, in humble faith and prayer,


To Thee, their Friend, who from the heights of heaven


Guides them, and guards with more than mother’s care!


Oh happy home where each one serves Thee, lowly, 


Whatever his appointed work may be,


Till every common task seems great and holy,


When it is done, O Lord, as unto Thee!

ARE WE GROWING FAST ENOUGH?


Brethren, I am not satisfied with our slow and feeble gathering of converts.  Our fathers increased in numbers at a more rapid rate than modern political parties.  And they were more thorough in their efforts to win souls.  People join us almost by chance; even members of our families easily neglect the Church and do not come into its fellowship.


Moreover, many people are moving away from their hometowns losing contact with the Church while we keep their names on our roll because they send their Church dues.  Their souls and bodies are lost to us even though we get their money.   We are really fewer than we imagine.


And even though we gain some converts, and some born in our homes remain in the Church, our increase does not keep pace at all with the increase in population.


Materialism and nationalism are blinding men to the things that make a nation strong and great and happy.  More and more people are becoming blind to the glory of God and the blessings of His Kingdom.  Their perverted sense of values may influence some of us to doubt our vision and our Christian sense of values.  It is very harmful to the Kingdom of God if these should outnumber us who believe.  The world will be doomed if unfaith increases.  To save the world, we must increase.


Happy homes, prosperous business and healthy national life are threatened when the secularists increase in numbers and influence.  Therefore, to turn to Jesus Christ, the Hope of the World, and more people to turn Him the divine life by which we are saved.  Let us train our people how to win others to the love of Christ ever remembering that all believers are called to be evangelists.  


If we were able to win only three new persons for each members of our Methodist community, our 180,000 will become 540,000 by next Conference, 1,620,000 by the following Conference, and 4,860,000 at the end of the third year.  What a happy world this would be, and how pleased our blessed Lord would be to see such a host of people enter life and happiness!

RECRUITMENT FOR THE MINISTRY


Even now that our numbers are small, our staff of ministers is woefully inadequate for effective pastoral care.  Our Full Members are about 62,311, and our Members on Trial are about 27,306, making a total of 89,617.  We are stationing 88 Ministers in Circuits, which means that there are 1,018 Members under the pastoral oversight of each Minister, an impossible situation.  It is reasonable to ask a Minister to pastor 400 members.  No wonder, there are several towns asking for Ministers from this Conference and we are unable to find them.  
We should have 220 Ministers now instead of 88.  Where can we find the additional 132 Ministers that we need if we are to exercise efficient pastoral oversight? We are afraid to ask the Methodist Church in Britain to send us 132 ordained missionaries, because we know that they are themselves very short of ministers and yet, they manage to spare a number for their overseas Districts in various parts of the world.


Should we ask the British Church for only three for the special work of chaplainry for students in schools, colleges and universities in Sekondi, Cape Coast and Accra? (We have no houses in these places to receive them.) Surely we need men for other kinds of pastoral work, such as the care of foreign residents in Ghana.  There are many expatriates in Ghana:  settlers, workers and visitors.  Some of them are Christian and some are not yet Christian.  But all need to hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in a familiar language.


So the Ministry of the Church must be open to all.  We may find it necessary to approach other Methodist Conferences, for example, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Liberia, America or Ceylon, and invite them to lend us men from their ordained Ministry to join us in serving their countrymen here in Ghana. 


Should we find them working alongside us, we should not be infected by racial or tribal jealousies or discrimination.  Any of them according to his gifts and graces may be superintendent of a Circuit, Chairman of a District or President of the Conference.  No man should be kept out of any office in the Ministry on account of his color or race or tribe.  


The country will understand that in Christ we are all one, and that in Him we cannot cheat the Church of the peculiar contribution of the best man for a particular post merely because the man is not a Ghanaian.  Of course, normally the experience and insight of a Ghanaian added to his saintliness and ability would make him the best man.  If it should happen that a Minister who is not a Ghanaian should be considered the most suitable to do a piece of work, I am sure that no one in the country should seek to influence the Church to adopt a policy governed by racial prejudice or national hatred.  We must recruit for the Ministry of the Church from as wide a field as the demands of the Kingdom of God among us may require.

MISSIONARIES


 A missionary is one who is sent.  According to the Book of acts it is the Holy Spirit of Christ our Lord who sends the missionary.  The Holy Spirit said to the Church at Antioch, “Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work where unto I have called them.” So they being sent by the Holy Spirit went down to Seleucia. (Acts 13:2-4)


So then, we see that it is God who sends the missionary from one church to another church.  The sending church may have to support the missionary financially, nevertheless, it is not the employer: it is blasphemy for that church to say that the missionary is its employee.


Similarly the receiving church should know that should it be able to relieve the sending church of the financial responsibility, it does not become the employer of the missionary.  The money for his maintenance is God’s money, and the work he comes to do is God’s work.  I believe that God will show us what is here for a missionary to come and do.   He will provide the man for the job, and will guide the sending church to lay its hand upon the man He has chosen.


Already God has told us that we must not imagine that He has reserved pioneering work only for British missionaries.  He has led us to send Ghanaian missionaries to the North.  We did not foresee that God would direct us that way, He seems to be sending us some British missionaries to work in the established centers.  I believe that God will soon be asking us to send a missionary to Britain to work among our students, workers and Professional men there.  May we be given grace ever to send and receive missionaries as our Lord shall direct, and lovingly support and sustain them by our prayers and all other means which our God will provide.


We must not be blind when our Lord sends us a brother from a distant land who can share in the life and service of the church while pursuing his means of livelihood in our country.  He may lead a Class or a Choir, be a Steward or a Local Preacher.  God may further through such a brother the kingship of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Let us offer a full place to laymen from other lands to share in the life of our Church.


“Now there were at Antioch in the church that was there, prophets and teachers, Barnabas and Symeon that was called Niger, and Lucius brother the kingship of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Let us offer a full place to laymen from other lands to share in the life of our Church.


“Now there were at Antioch in the church that was there, prophets and teachers, Barnabas and Symeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen the foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul”, men of different races and cultures, of different social status, of different gifts and graces. (Acts 13:1) A church that is international in membership and character is a glorious church.  It is likelier than others to be alive to its missionary task and effective in its social concern.   


“Word of life, most pure and strong,


Lo! For thee the nations long


Spread, till from its dreary night


All the world awakes to light.


‘Up! The ripening fields ye see, 


Mighty shall the harvest be;


But the reapers still are few,


Great the work they have to do.


“Lord of harvest, let there be 


Joy and strength to work for Thee,


Till the nations far and near


See thy light and learn Thy fear.”

THE ADDRESS TO CONFERENCE, 1964 MEETING 

IN SEKONDI, BY THE PRESIDENT

The Rev. Francis C, F. Grant

Fathers and Brethren, when our Savior gave His Church the pattern for prayer, He taught them that the first thing was to address God who is high over all and supremely worthy of adoration: ‘Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.”


That done, we have, as it were, drawn God’s attention; perhaps, to be more correct I should say, we have consciously directed our attention to God.  Then He taught what should be the Church’s first desire, what she should seek for and pursue before anything else: “Thy Kingdom come.”

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

If others consider that the kingdom of God, His sovereign rule in the hearts of men and in the affairs of nations, should not be the top priority of all our seeking, the Church’s reply is, “We have not so learned Christ.’


The Church, through her prayers and her labors, is God’s instrument for bringing into being His sovereign rule on earth.  She influences individuals to acknowledge God’s sovereign right to control and direct the thinking, the emotions and the deeds of individuals and communities.  The Church introduces into communities, whether they be families, societies, nations or associations of nations, a recognition of God’s will, a willingness to conform to it, and a striving to realize it.  Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added unto you.  It is business of the Church to seek to further the realization of the sovereign rule of God in the world.


We must preach and live the Gospel and thus be a witness to the world.  The power of the Gospel creates the conditions that give birth and growth to the Kingdom.  Man’s response, whether it be in obedience or in disobedience, does not alter the Gospel’s inherent power to give life and power to those who receive it for the benefit of all around them.  The Church must always address herself to her business, which is, to consider ways and means of bringing in the Kingdom of God among men.


This Conference has assembled to address itself to this very business.  We must not be daunted by the turbulence of our contemporary world.  All that is happening is under the hand of God who is the Lord of creation and the Lord of history.  And God is with us.  Praise to His name.


Our part is to seek to know what God wants us to do, that is to say, what is in accordance with His purpose.  If we meet with evil, which is already under His judgment, whether in an individual or in our nation, we must testify against it.  But the main thing is to endeavor to recognize what God requires of us at this time and in this country.

EVANGELISM

Have we observed that in the days of His flesh, our Lord did not turn away in disgust when he met one whose life was bad?  He sought to rescue bad people into the good life.  He was called the “ Friend of publicans and sinners”; he drew near to such people because He loved them, and by letting His grace play upon their lives He recreated them into clean-living, pure-thinking and noble-hearted beings.


Preach the gospel to every creature.  That is the word of Christ to us.  We must examine how to increase the impact of our evangelizing agencies and to improve their efficiency.


A study of our numerical returns makes me deeply disturbed.  What does the Lord say of us at this time? Brethren, I cannot be easy in my mind as I consider our present state.  The figures go slightly down, then further down then slightly up, then down, and further down again, until we end up by being a little higher than we were twelve years ago.  Brethren, I am not happy.


I only hope that this almost static condition is true only of the numbers, and that the spiritual quality of the members is more encouraging.  But I wonder! I should be greatly depressed but for my recent meetings with men and women of beautiful Christian lives and disposition.  The number of our younger members who seem to be truly committed to Christ is also very cheering.  For instance, more of our young people are happy to take the initiative in making their marriage before God in Church.  We must strive to convert more and more people to Christ, and see to it that they grow in grace and increase in holiness of life.

HEALING



We should study how best to improve the healing ministry. Can we increase the financial support for our medical work? I hope that when we go to the House of God on Medical Work Sunday we shall give greater evidence of our concern for the sick and afflicted this year than we have been doing in the past. 


Many who fail to show active interest in our care of the sick become enthusiastic when they debate spiritual healing.  Spiritual healing occurs frequently among us, thank God, but it is clear that the normal thing that the Lord expects the physically sick to do is to go to a physician, He says, “They that are whole have need of a physician but they that are sick.”   They that are sick have need of a physician, He says, and those who are sound in health do not need a physician.  Let us get physicians to meet the needs of the sick.  But whether there is a physician or not, let us still bring the sick before God in prayer.


We must equip Members of the Church, especially those in the ordained ministry, to deal with those afflicted in mind and spirit.  True spiritual insight and understanding and great pastoral experience is required for this ministry of spiritual healing which often turns out to be the only means of restoring health to one whose illness appears only in his physical condition.  We must train men and women to receive the gift and power of the Holy Spirit by which they can recognize a case to whom they can say, “Thy sins are forgiven thee; go in peace, and sin no more.”

GIVE THEM TO EAT


Our Lord was not indifferent to the need of the hungry.  He said to the Twelve, “Give ye them to eat.”  There is no doubt that the Government is doing a great work to ensure the production of more food and to improve the living conditions of every citizen; our Christian concern for those in need of good food moves us to add our little assistance in that service.


Conference asked me last year to send a definite request to our Methodist brethren in the United States of America to send us an agricultural missionary for our Northern Ghana Mission.  The man will soon be here with his wife and two boys.  His name is Donald Kibbe.  The need of the people among whom we minister moved us to take this step, and we must be ready to bear every burden this project may put upon us, for love of our brethren in the North.


We should immediately find and prepare suitable Ghanaians to join him in this ministry of growing food for the hungry in the name of Christ our Lord.

JOINT ACTION



In this missionary agricultural work, I believe that God is calling us to link up with our Presbyterian brethren in their agricultural work in the eastern part of the North, and both of us to take advantage of the assistances that the Christian Service Committee of the Christian Council may be able to offer.  There is bound to be great gain when it becomes possible to have common planning with the Presbyterian Church through the Christian Service Committee. 


It must not be supposed that we desire to shift any part of our responsibility for this work on to the Christian Service Committee or to the Presbyterian Church.  I can see however that both they and we stand to gain a lot from common counsel and planning.


There are other situations arising in the country, as, for example, at Tema, which will call for more than common consultation and planning.  The Churches will have to join forces and pool resources in personnel and in finance for a common task.  This sort of work cannot wait for Church Union.


We must be ready to discover occasions for common planning and joint action by the Christian Churches of this land.  Nothing can demonstrate more unmistakably the fact that Christ is not divided than such joint action in mission by the Churches.


For some time we have had joint action at Trinity College in which the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, the Methodist Church and the Presbyterian Church of Ghana are partners.  I believe the three churches will readily welcome others who may desire to enter into partnership with them in this business of preparing men to be Ministers of Christ and Stewards of the mysteries of God.

CHURCH UNION



In the course of this Conference you will be given a report on the progress of the work of the Church Union Committee.  The Committee does a lot of thinking on Church Union, but the actual coming together must be done by all pastors and congregations as they learn to understand and love their brethren in other churches and begin to join in worship and service with them.


When we realize how much the whole church needs the gifts God has given to each separate Church, we shall quickly see what we have to offer and what we may receive in the united Church of the future.

THE WITHNESS OF THE LAITY


The Methodist church in Ghana has always recognized the place of the layman in the church.  Frequently it has been the layman who has planted the church in a new area, and the Minister has been called in later to tend it and see it grow.


The layman is the spearhead of the Church’s mission, the representative of the Church in the secular world.  The quality of his faith and the purity of his life determine the world’s judgment on the relevancy of Christianity in this present age.  As a Christian husband and father, worker or manager, farmer or miner, clerk or artisan his life and character is a testimonial of Christianity that the man in the secular world can appreciate. 


The value of Freeman College is great because of the way it is intended to serve layman and fit him to be a witness in the world for the blessing of humanity.  We should provide an adequate and efficient staff, so that in addition to producing paid evangelists, freeman College may help to equip ordinary people to be true and effective witness for their Lord.

CROSSING FRONTIERS


We recognize the missionaries who go away to other lands in order to make Disciples of Christ among strangers. The ordinary man who lives his normal life as a faithful Christian and testifies to his faith is also a most powerful missionary, be he a British citizen in Ghana or a Ghana student in Britain. “In this task they must seek the power of the Holy Spirit to bear witness by word and by life to the reality of the living God in whatever ways are open to them.”


I have touched on only a few of the matters we may need to consider in the course of conference, but if we have a right judgment in these things, plan them wisely, and carry them out courageously, we shall by God’s grace advance the work.


I pray that God may accept and bless the humble service we seek to render here, and employ our labor towards the building up of the Kingdom of God in this land and unto the uttermost part of the earth.


“The beam that shines from Zion’s hill


Shall lighten every land;


The King who reigns in Salem’s towers


Shall all the world command.


“Among the nations he shall judge;


His judgments truth shall guide;


His scepter shall protect the just,


And quell the sinner’s pride.


“Come then, O house of Jacob, come


To worship at His shrine;


And, walking in the light of God,


With holy beauties shine.”

THE ADDRESS TO CONFERENCE, 1965 MEETING IN

WINNEBA BY THE PRESIDENT

The Rev. Francis C. F. Grant

 Dear Fathers and Brethren,

The earliest band of men and women whom our Lord gathered together to be His Church were commissioned, as you will remember, in these words: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

THE TASK FOR THE CHURCH


OUR Lord had a purpose for His church, as you see, when He founded His Church.  It was not merely to give its members opportunities to enjoy their service of worship, for example.  It was to make disciples of all nations, to make all nations of the world to become communities that learn Christ’s way of life, to let the world receive the life that is life indeed.


Worship is essential to the life of the Church.  It gives a divine quality to the life of its members, and the life of its members must flow into the life of the world to purify and strengthen and sweeten it.  In this address I am asking members of this Conference to see to it that our people address themselves seriously to this task.


When the early disciples received the commission, the first thing they did was to seek together in worship, to wait in prayer, for the promised Power. “All these with one accord devoted themselves to prayer continued for ten days, and then, “when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place, and suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting; and there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributing and resting on each one of them; and they were all filed with the Holy Spirit.”  Immediately they were seized by the urge to tell the world of the new life in Christ.  It was the spirit propelling them to act on the Great commission.  And so it must always be with the Church.


When the new-born Church confronted the crowd in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, it was the beginning of their obedience to make disciples of all nations.  Every member of the Church was actively engaged in presenting Christ to those in his immediate vicinity, and pressed his appeal on them individually.  If he found the man or woman in front of him to be a Parthian or a Phrygian, an Arab or of any other nationality, he tried that person’s own language, and it went home. “They began to speak in other tongues, as the spirit gave them utterance.” “And there were added that day about three thousand souls” to the lusty infant Church.  As every member engaged himself in the winning of individuals, the whole Church moved on from strength to strength, so that even when they were forced to flee in the face of persecution, they continued to win more souls in every place to which they went.


Let me repeat.  The force that originated and sustained this mighty movement was the power of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit that came upon them as they worshipped and prayed in the upper Room.  I must add that the members of the Church also found themselves in “the fellowship of the Spirit.” The Holy Spirit had transformed them into a community, which was characterized by love and concern for one another.  In them the prayer of the Lord Jesus had been answered: “I made known to them thy Name, and I will make it known, that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.” (John 17:26) And his appeal to his disciple was, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. (John 13:34-35) It is a happy thing to reflect that his followers responded to his appeal, and in the Book of Acts it is recorded of the original disciples and those who joined their company at Pentecost and onwards that “the company of those who believe were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things which he possessed was his own, but they had everything in common.” The result of this was to make the life of the community congenial to its members and attractive to outsiders.  The record stands in the Book of Acts (ch.2: 46) “And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they partook of food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:46-47)


All the converts were baptized and so made members of the fold of Christ in accordance to our Lord’s institution. (John 3:5 and Matthew 28:19) The Book of Acts, and indeed the rest of the books of the New Testament give no indication of any other or any additional rite for the reception of people into the family of the Church. From our Lord’s expressed desire that children should not kept away from him (Matthew 19:14) and from the narrative of the baptism of the Philippians jailor “with all his family “ (Acts 17:33), the Church has concluded that the children of Christian parents should be brought “to be baptized and made members of God’s family the Church “, and directed attention to the apostolic injunction that children should be brought up “in the discipline and instruction of the Lord”.

UNDERTAKING THE TASK TODAY


I have given this brief account of the life of the earliest community of Christians as an introduction to an appeal to our people to copy that early community of Christians.  We who are in this Conference, I am sure, realize the urgency of our situation today and the need there is for us to lead our people, and guide them, in their obedience to Christ as His disciples.


Our Worship should be intensely Christ-centred and bring us directly into the presence of God, so that we realies his awful majesty and holiness, his unbounded love and free grace.  The form and manner of every congregational act of worship should be such as must grip all present and make them realize the overshadowing presence of God, so that even an unbeliever present, “falling on his face, will worship God and declare that God is really among you.” (1 Cor. 14:25). Frivolity and coarse laughter should be impossible at congregational worship, during the sermon or any other part of the service. A service of worship should quicken our reasoning powers, clear our understanding, stir our emotion, and strengthen our will.  We should even feel physically better for sharing in the worship. It will be so if the worship is made up of adoration, confession, and supplication, joyful thanksgiving and intercession, preaching of the Word, dedication of lives and offerings, and praise, as Christian worship must be and if in the mother tongue.


Evangelism must be the chief activity of the Church in its service to the world.  The members should now and then go in a body to preach the Good News of Christ in the open air. There ought to be a number of selected preachers appointed to deliver the message. But every member should be trained to engage individuals, and sometimes groups, in close and personal conversation in an attempt to win converts to have love and faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ. We follow the example of the Church the Apostles led, and in every society in our circuits, I believe we hold open-air preaching service; but in most places we do not equip our members to play their individual parts, and we do not plan and organize the business in order to win any results.  In some places we have even abandoned this kind of evangelistic effort.  We who are in this Conference, knowing the great importance of the part of the Church in our Lord’s programme and the urgency of the Commission he has given the Church, I hope, will return to our circuits and societies to stir up our people, and lead them, to take seriously to this task of winning souls.


Moreover our members should be trained and equipped to do this work individually, or in twos. Let them know what to say to people, at the same time teaching them to love the folk outside the Church, and showing their love by word and by deed, and let them endeavor to win the people to love and have faith in Christ our Lord.  They must go all out in their effort as individuals to win individuals for our Lord.


Some people counter this kind of appeal as I am making now with the observation that we must aim at good quality rather than great quantity in our membership.  But almost always these wise counselors hinder us from winning numbers and do nothing to help us improve the quality of those we have.


Population Explosion.  We are told by people who are in a position to know, that the population of the world is increasing at a terrific rate, and that this is true of our country here.  For instance, the population of Accra was about 70,000 in 1931, and that it is today about 388,200.  Whatever increases in membership we might have made up to this day is like a decrease when compared with the population explosion in this country.  Surely, the Church must not go slowly on account of those who shout, “Aim at quality.”  We must not be satisfied with small gains.  Our Lord calls on us to make big sweeps into the Gospel Net.  This is seen from his parables, of the Sower and of the Mustard Seed, and from his miracle of the Multitude of Fishes, and from several directions to his followers.  Let us use therefore every means and every method and every God-given opportunity in conscious, deliberate endeavor to win souls for Christ: personal individual contacts, planned group visitations, open-air preaching, concerts and exhibitions, television and radio, these and several other means are open to us.  We need to make big increases in membership; we must counter the great population explosion with a greater conversion explosion.


Baptism was administered by the Apostles when people made their profession of faith in Christ as Lord and Savior: that made them members of the Church, that is, full members and outsiders on trial for membership.  The pastors had the responsibility and authority to build up the members of the fellowship, the family of God.  The Apostles stamped the seal on the hot metal.  We let the metal cool, allowing it a long time to cool, before applying the stamp of baptism.  Are we sure we are wiser that way probably we shall reconsider our policy afresh.  The long cooling period, we say, is to give the “on trial” outsider careful teaching before baptism; and so when we baptize them we give them the impression that they are full, or perfect, and have no need of further teaching.  In the days of the Apostles, the baptized know that they are now under the discipline of the Church “to present every man mature in Christ”. (Col. 1:28) we must also use a wisely planned course “for the equipment of the saints, for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ”. (Eph. 4:12,13) 


The course of teaching and training provided in our Junior and Senior Catechisms should pay rich dividends to the Church, because they cover every aspect of teaching and training needed by a Christian.  If leaders of society classes accepted the guidance of our Catechisms, they would be building up a community of men and women, boys and girls, well-grounded in “the knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord”.  If they, including us who are here, with faithful devotion gave individual care and guidance to our people year in and year out, the Holy Spirit would bless or labors, and our churches would be filled with truly sanctified people.


The Young also need to be carefully taught and trained; and the burden of that work rests primarily on the parents, and in their home.  In the absence of parents the Church should see to it that the young have Christian guardians.  The most convenient place for the Christian upbringing of the young is the home, “where two in heart united in holy faith and blessed hope are one”.  Those the young love best, be they parents or guardians, telling them of the Savior, taking them to the throne of grace, setting them an example of mutual love, respect and service-that is the most powerful influence in a child’s life. And I the practical training of the young, our love and concern should inspire our imagination in helping the young to love the practice of Christian virtues, such as obedience, truthfulness, forgiveness, purity in relation to sex and to motive in all relationships.  I knew a mother who led her young son to practice self-control and not to hit a girl who provoked and assaulted him, and subsequently he regarded a women’s body as sacred.


Schools are good assistants in this work, yes, but parents in the churches of the Apostles had no such aid, and we must train our people to undertake their parental responsibility as if there was no school to assist them.  An apostle bore witness of a young man’s Christian faith in these words: “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first I your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you.” (II Tim. 1:5) And again he said of from, “From childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” (II.Tim. 3:1 5)


The Word of God is the sources of the faith and teaching of the Church and                  it is the Holy Scriptures “which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” And the Bible is most effective when I come to each of us “in his own native language.” (Acts 2:11)  We must make the Bible more available to our people.  They should know their Bible s well to be well founded in the faith.


Reading and of course writing must be possible to all our people if they are to have direct access to the Scriptures and other sources of knowledge and truth.

AN INFORMED AND ENLIGHTENED CHISTIAN COMMUNITY


When more and more people are able to read and write, we may expect a great harvest of native literature, and find seeds of Christian thinking and behavior springing up and growing all over the country, and influencing every part of our nation’s life-home social customs, laws, trade and commerce, industry and labor, housing, town planning, health services, amusement and spot, art and music, education and a nobler sense of values.


With such a vision of “a new heaven and a new earth”, we must intensify our energy in carrying out the Great Commission, and be in truth the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Family of God.


Bishop Sumitra of the Church of south India wrote these words of wisdom: “when we estimate the result of Christian work we should take into consideration the quality of the field, the resources in men and women, and the policy and methods that direct the work.’  The future will of necessity seek to estimate what we would have done in our day.  God give us grace during the sessions of this Conference wisely to review the past, survey the present and plan for the future, so that when we return to our various places, our endeavors will advance the Kingdom of God and reveal His glory.

THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TO CONFERENCE,

1966 MEETING IN CAPE COAST

The Rev. T. Wallace Koomson

WHAT IS GOD’S WILL FOR OUR CHURCH?

Fathers, Brethren and Sisters,


This question is of supreme importance for us who believe ourselves to be the people of God.  Ever since the time when God called Abraham, the people of God have been on the move. We can never allow ourselves the luxury of sitting down complacently; satisfied with ourselves and with things as they are.  And when we are on the move, we must be sure that we are traveling in the right direction.  We confidently sing: “ we shall not in the desert stray” but is our confidence based on wishful thinking or is it based on obedient faith?  Are we earnestly seeking God’s will for ourselves and for our church? 


What is the purpose of Methodism in Ghana today? It is not enough to point to our Constitution and Standing Orders and say, “The last word is written here.”  Nor is it enough to say, “let us continue to do as our fathers did.”  New occasions teach new duties: it is the present age we are called to serve and as a Church we must seek and find God’s plan for us in our time.


In the Bible we find the will of God for mankind in all ages.  If while reading the Bible we keep in mind the present needs of our people, I am sure that the Holy Spirit will guide us to find our specific task at this time, in this place.


The basic need of people in Ghana today is to find some power greater than ourselves to deliver us from sin.  During the last year we have seen the overthrow of a regime, which vociferously condemned dishonesty, self-seeking, bribery, corruption, nepotism and slander, while at the same time the leaders of that same regime created conditions under which these evils flourished.  And all the blame cannot be thrust upon the discredited leaders: we have to acknowledge our own guilt.  By our lip-service and by our silence we gave them comfort and became a party to lies, teachery and hatred.  The Church appeared to have lost her prophetic voice.


We have been unwilling to overcome evil with good; we have drawn back from the cross.  We have borne so lightly wrongs and sufferings that were not our own.  We have been thoughtless in our judgments, hasty in condemnation, grudging in forgiveness.  We have been eager for the punishment of wrongdoers and slow to seek their redemption.


Our country has got a new government; our country still needs new men.  For if our people remain in bondage to fear, enslaved by sin and motivated by greed for money, there is no prospect of building a righteous nation.  The vision of freedom and justice, of happiness and prosperity will remain a dream.


There is only one way for men to be rescued from the clutches of sin and from the paralysis of fear.  The only savior is Jesus Christ: “Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”   Our primary task is to point sinful men and women to Jesus: that is what our pulpits are for.


But perhaps the very language by which we seek to bring others to God becomes a barrier.  When we use such words as ‘sin’ and ‘salvation’ are we understood?  we live in times when sin is understood to be a step forward on the evolutionary road to inevitable progress.  Salvation?  That is understood in terms of the provision of material needs-when such needs are satisfied, what more? We have a task to make sure we use the kind of language men understand.  Moreover, the message of the Gospel must be demonstrated in the life of the redeemed community.  The world needs to see the Christian experiment being worked out in the daily lives of professing Christians.  


John Wesley believe that God raised up the people called Methodists to reform the  Church and the Nation and to spread Scriptural Holiness throughout the land.  I am asking you to accept this as your God-given task: our Church needs to be reformed, our Nation needs to be reformed, and our land needs holiness.  The one crying need among us is for holy people leading holy lives in business, in industry, in education, in the professions, in the market and at home.


The idea of holiness is despised by many even in religious circles: few of us are ambitious to be known as holy people.  The word is generally associated with unattractive people carefully abstaining from outward sin and sitting in judgment on their fellows.  This is what happens when holiness is divorced from love.  The Wesleys taught that a holy man loves God with all his heart and mind and soul and strength, and loves his neighbor as himself.


What is more, the Wesley’s believed that every believer was called to holiness.  They repudiated the doctrine that holiness is the privilege of the few, and that the vast majority of Christians must content themselves with a lower standard.   All men may know themselves saved to the uttermost.  Charles Wesley asked the Methodists to sing, “He wills that I should holy be,” and for this he had strong Scriptural backing. 


Paul wrote to the Ephesians, ‘Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for it; that He might sanctify it, that He might present the Church to Himself a glorious Church that it should be holy and without blemish.”  He wrote also to the Thessalonians, “This is the will of God even your sanctification that ye abstain from fornication.”


It is not my intention to give you every text supporting our claim that God wills His people to be holy.  But if you study the New Testament, with the help of a concordance if necessary, you will be convinced that holiness is not an optional extra for some exalted personages, but it is regarded as the normal pattern of development for every child of God.


In the Old Testament, Almighty God alone is regarded as holy. All holiness emanates from Him; places things and people derive holiness from Him only as they are given up for His use or to His service.  Thus, the tabernacle and later the temple were holy, the furniture and the utensils used in worship were holy, the priests were holy: all this because they were dedicated to the service of the Holy One.


The prophets of Israel were not satisfied with ritual holiness: they persisted in preaching that God required ethical holiness.  The Lord required that men should do justly, and love mercy and walk humbly with their God.  Ezekiel looked forward to the time when God would cleanse his people from all filthiness, from all their idols, when He would give them a new heart, and a new spirit, that they might walk in His statutes and do His judgments.


The whole people of God was required to be a holy nation.  The prophet’s saw in every calamity, every disaster, every affliction the judgment of God on the people’s failure to obey His laws and to lead holy lives.


The prophetic vision of inward purity and complete obedience to the will of God was fulfilled when the Holy Spirit was given.  The Apostles and all who believed through their preaching were not only forgiven and justified: they were saved from the power of sin and lived in the new freedom of the children of God.  They were holy men and women distinguished from their fellow men by their devotion to God and by their Christ-likeness.  They were not popular, they were not influential, but they were never ignored.  Their readiness to live for Christ and to die for Christ forced the world to consider their claims.


There are those who maintain today that the world will only consider the Christian Gospel when they see a united church, by which they mean a Church with one organization and with one man speaking for the whole of Christendom.  Many Churches are spending time, energy and financial resources in a valiant attempt to achieve Christian unity.  But would Church unity, even if it were achieved without compromise and without unspoken reservations, impress the sinful, rebellious world to turn and seek the Lord? Would a united church that consisted of men with no fixed convictions be a force for good?  


It is not merely unity but holiness that will turn the world to Christ.  Hearers of the Gospel are arrested by the quality of life of the preacher; they are convinced by the goodness of those already converted.  If the Preacher is a holy person and if the believers are holy people, the world will notice, some will listen, and the Lord will add to the Church daily those who are being saved.


The late Dr. William E. Sangster, once a President of the Methodist church in Britain and a student of holiness, declared his conviction that “Nothing but an increase of saints will make the church powerful in the World” The World could not long ignore a holy Church.  The Church is not despised because it is holy; it is despised because it is not holy enough.  There is not enough difference between the people inside the Church and those outsider to be impressive.  A Church in which saints were as common as now they are rare, would convince the world if only by contrast.  “Sanctity,” Dr. Sangster said, cannot be ignored.”


In our Church Union discussions we have often spoken of the gifts that God has given to each separate Church and which we hope to bring to the service of the United Church. In our own Church we lay considerable emphasis on the doctrine of Christian holiness, but would our friends in the other Churches discover any discrepancy between our professed doctrine and our normal practice?


We profess to hold the doctrine of the evangelical Faith based upon the Divine Revelation in the Holy Scriptures.  We acknowledge this revelation as the supreme rule of faith and practice.  But it is not enough to have this statement written into our Constitution: we must look critically at ourselves; we must subject ourselves to the searching light of the word of God 


We are compelled to admit that many Methodist people live at a sub-Christian level far below the standard set in the New Testament.  We easily find excuses for neglecting to obey the teaching of Christ.  Our sins do not horrify us: we accept them as part of our humanity. We profess to believe that the Lord is able to break the power of sin and set the prisoner free.  But many of us have not appropriated that power.  We live poverties lives of straining self-effort.  A sense of failure and defeat is ever present with us.  We have not believed for holiness.  We have to admit that the New Testament teachers as normal a higher level of life than most of us enjoy.


We are compelled to admit that the majority of our members lack spiritual ambition.  Having been baptized and received into full membership many people feel that they have achieved their goal. (There are unfortunately many who seem to be content to remain perpetually “on trial”.)  A few equip themselves to answer God’s call to preach, some become responsible and effective class leaders, but every minister knows the difficulty of finding willing hearts and hands to serve within the Church.  Sometimes we are tempted to say with Hosea, “There is no knowledge of God in the land.” Where are the people possessed by strong desire to know God, who fix their eyes on His glory and long to be made one with Him?


Sangster after years spent studying the lives of holy people came to the conclusion that they did not set out with a deliberate aim for holiness nor did they consciously seek ethical perfection. They set out for God.  They gaze on God in love and longing and the Holy Spirit makes them holy as they gaze.  Holiness, said Sangster, is given by God to those who want nothing but Himself and who know no higher life than just to be with Him.


How few people there are who believe that God is able, willing and eager to deal drastically with sin in us! How few earnestly wait on God to receive their salvation and know in experience the deep difference between a straining effort to achieve something by oneself and the wonderful awareness that God has done it for us! The whole point of holiness is that it is not us, but God in us:


…. Every virtue we possess


And every conquest won


And every thought of holiness


Are His alone.


The fact is that if we really believe in Christ and really trust Him we cannot stop short of perfect love.  Just as the children of Israel left Egypt and set out in quest of the Promised Land, so the believer presses on to “the Canaan of Thy perfect love”.  “The work of God does not prosper,” said John Wesley, “where perfect love is not preached.”


It is a strange thing that perfection has become for many an offensive word.  They are persuaded that God is Omnipotent expect when He stands confronted by man’s wickedness.  Their faith is not such as will induce them to trust themselves utterly into the gracious hands of Almighty God.  If only they could reach out to God and claim the promised gift of holiness! This is the great prize given to believers.


“Now let me gain perfection’s height,


Now into nothing let me fall,


Be less than nothing in Thy sight,


And feel that Christ is all in all.”


Having already admitted that many of us are living at a sub-Christian level and that few of us have set holiness as our goal, we are also compelled to admit that there is a widespread neglect among us of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit.  In fact, in our preaching and worship we so neglect Him as to lead people to say that the Holy Spirit is no more among the Methodists.  Why do we find so many of our people being attracted to the so-called “Spiritual Churches”? Is it their fault or ours? I am not suggesting that our understanding of the working of the Spirit should be confined to external manifestations, but have we taught our members to treasure love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness meekness and temperance? 


Most of you are preachers: may I ask you a question? How long is it since you preached on the Holy Spirit/ all of you profess to be Christians” may I ask you St.Paul’s question: “Did ye receive the Holy Ghost when ye believed?”


And it is absolutely necessary that you reply in the affirmative, and that you know you have received the Holy Ghost.  Because the plain truth, however unpalatable, sis that you cannot accurately describe yourself as a Christian and as a Methodist unless you have received the Holy Spirit.  Methodism has its place in the universal Church because it holds that the Church is the fellowship of those men and women in whom the Holy Spirit of God dwells with redeeming, cleansing, sanctifying power.


When the doctrine of the Holy Spirit is neglected the Church becomes feeble and ineffective; there is a dearth of Christ like people, of believers who reflect as a mirror the loveliness of the Lord.  Christians today need power to produce in their lives the fruit of the Spirit.  And God is pledged to give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.


There lies before us as a Church, and as individuals, a vast unexplored region of spiritual development.  As the land of Canaan lay on the other side of Jordan waiting to be claimed by men of faith, so the region of perfect love is there ahead of us all.  We have not been delivered from Egypt to trudge around in futile circles in the wilderness; all the exciting land of holiness, the promised inheritance for men of faith lies waiting to be possessed.  How little we know of this experience of the saints! How many among us profess to have entered into this experience of perfect love?


The regrettable truth is that a great number of our members are still only nominal Christians.  They have not experienced the saving power of Jesus Christ.  They are yet in their sins.  And this lamentable spiritual state is not because they have turned their backs on the Lord Jesus for many are sincerely anxious to save their souls and to please God.  They have not experienced the saving power of Jesus because, I am sorry to say, some of our preachers have not always offered Christ.  We have not pointed our members to the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. So many preachers lack the sense of urgency to speak as a dying man to dying men: we give good advice or a topical address when we ought to stand and cry,  “Awake, thou that sleepest and arise from the dead and Christ shall shine upon thee.”  The sincere enthusiasm that earnestly longs to lead one soul to Christ is sadly lacking from our pulpits.  Can we sincerely say to our people as Paul said to the Galatians “before your eyes Christ was openly set forth crucified?”


It is undoubtedly true, nevertheless, that some of you are preaching Christ crucified because the evidence is there in several Circuit Reports that Christ the Savior is being offered and that people ate being saved.  Sinners are being converted and God’s great work of salvation is becoming meaningful to our people.  We give thanks to God and we pray that these showers of blessing may be the beginning of a continual downpour.  We pray that this work of the Spirit will not be confined to a few places but that in every Circuit and in every Society the Spirit will find obedient men and women through whom He can work.  


But while we are encouraged to know that people are being connected in response to the preaching of the word, we cannot rest satisfied.  The Corinthians were born again but they remained babes in Christ and wanted to be fed on milk.  Paul expected them to grow up so that they could take the meat he offered them.  I think you will agree with me that we have too many Christians whose growth was arrested soon after being born again.  They need to be spoon-fed, they need to be carried, they need to be nursed, they demand patient, tactful handling and special treatment.  Perhaps they do not know about growing up, about going on to perfection.  The work of God does not prosper where perfect love is not preached.  


Let us call ourselves and all the members of the Church to a humble self-examination in the light of this our Methodist teaching, to a new surrender and dedication without reserve, that in the power of the indwelling Spirit we may reveal by the holiness of our lives in fellowship with each other whose we are and whom we serve; so shall Christ present us to Himself “a glorious Church not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing but holy and without blemish”.


John Wesley encouraged people to write their religious experience for his magazine, but if people wrote only of their conversion and said nothing about perfect love, he would send the record back and ask them to tell of that experience also.  To his preachers Wesley said,  “Earnestly aspire after a full deliverance from all sin and a renewal in the whole image of God and God will prosper you in all your labor, as soon as any find peace, exhort them to go on to perfection, preach full salvation now receivable by faith.” “This,” said Wesley, “is the word which the devil particularly hates, but it is the word which God will always bless.’  In our class-meetings do people tell of their experience of perfect love?  Do they tell of the new birth?  And if they were to express a desire to enter into these experiences are our class leaders in a position to guide them?  Are we ourselves in a position to guide them?


Prince Henry the Navigator was the moving spirit behind the exploration of the west coast of Africa.  He never sailed down the west coast himself but stayed in his house built on a lonely rock in the south of Portugal looking out to sea.  When his sailors came back from their journeys, he listened to their stories, recorded their experiences, examined the articles they had brought back, praised their efforts and then said,  ‘Go again and go further.”


The reluctant sailors who had survived the arduous voyages of discovery in boats not unlike our canoes would protest thinking they had gone far enough.  Their courage had been tested to the limit by sailing over unknown, uncharted seas.  Even those intrepid discoverers hesitated to risk their lives yet again.  But their Prince replied to every protest, “Go again, go further, go further.”


Fathers and brethren, go further, go further.  Let us make this our aim.  Let us go forward out of the spiritual wilderness into the Promised Land.  Let us go further exploring the land of Canaan, all the vast resources that God has there for us.  Let us set out to know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints?  Let us discover the exceeding greatness of His power to us who believe according to that working of the strength of His might which He wrought in Christ: let us seek to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth and to know the love of Christ which passed knowledge that we may be filled with all the fullness of God.


Fathers and brethren, having said all that, where shall we begin?  I have already mentioned self-examination.  Can we bear to let the searchlight of God fall upon our inmost souls? Can we endure the humiliation of facing our secret sin? There is no other place to begin.



“Search me, O God, my actions try,


And let my life appear


As seen by Thine all-searching eye:


To mine my ways make clear.


Search all my sense, and know my heart


Who only canst make known,


And let the deep, the hidden part


To me be fully shown.


Throw light into the darkened cells


Where passion reigns within,


Quicken my conscience till it feels


The loathsomeness of sin


Search all my thoughts, the secret springs,


The motives that control;


The chambers where polluted things

Hold empire o’er the soul.

Search till Thy fiery glance hath cast

Its holy light through all

And I by grace am brought at last

Before Thy face to fall.


Thus prostrate I shall learn of Thee


What now I feebly prove:


What God alone in Christ can be 


Unutterable love.”

THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TO CONFERENCE,

 1967 MEETING IN ACCRA

The Rev. T. Wallace Koomson

CAN REVIVAL COME?

Fathers, Brethren and Sisters,


There is a growing conviction throughout the country that our only hope for a better Ghana rests on the possibility of a genuine revival of true religion.  If the new order is to be permanent, if freedom and justice are to be a reality, then Ghana must be built on Christian foundation.  In the lives of her redeemed citizens, redeemed from sin through faith in Jesus Christ, the Christian virtues of charity, purity and honesty will then thrive.


It is widely supposed that the much-admired Christian virtues can be inculcated by instruction and exhortation.  But the basic and essential need is for a new birth.  There is no substitute for thorough-going, all-out Christian conversion.  It was to one of the best-educated citizens of His day that Jesus said, “You must be born again”.


This word of Jesus is utterly relevant to –day not only to us who hold responsibility in the Methodist Church but also to our economic, social and political leaders in their present dilemma.  No amount of planning, technical aid or foreign investment can satisfy the country’s need for men and women inward cleansed and thoroughly changed.


Let us not imagine that the problems of Ghana are unique.  Other people in other parts of the world have had to cope with problems more intractable than ours.  The England of the eighteenth century was no paradise.  A huge gap separated the wealthy aristocrats from the poverty-stricken masses.  The luxury of the leisured classes contrasted with the brutal drudgery of laborers, miners and weavers.  Immorality, drunkenness and gambling were widespread in all classes of society.  Scarcely a voice was raised to protest against the callousness of a nation that grew rich on the slave trade, while at home murder, highway robbery and vice flourished in spite of the severity of the criminal code.  Conditions were ripe for a revolution.


But all over Britain there were small groups of people meeting for prayer and Bible reading. The Religious Societies kept alive the flame of Christian faith in a decadent society. It was to a meeting of one of these Religious Societies that John Wesley went on 24th May 1738.  There his heart was strangely warmed as he received the assurance that his sins were forgiven.  We are familiar with the rest of the story, or we ought to be, how the movement of the Holy Spirit during the next five decades transformed the heart and face of England, and how the influence of the evangelical Revival resulted not only in the death of the slave trade but also in an upsurge of missionary activity which brought such blessing to our country.


When we say that we need a revival of true religion, we need to define what we mean.  It is a pity that the word “revival” has been debased into meaning any big gathering of people coming together in the hope of religious excitement engendered by repetitive singing, hand-clapping, drumming, vociferous exhortations and indiscipline behavior.  Whatever that is, it is not revival. 


Revival is the renewal of life, which has failed, or become feeble.  Revival renews the faith of individual Christians, and it renews the vigor of the Church.  If the Church is seen for what it is, as being designed by her Lord to be militant in her witness for Him against evil, then revival can be properly envisaged as a reforming of the church’s battle line, reforming for battle.


To suggest that the church needs revival implies that the Church is in danger of death.  Is this a real or an imagined danger? Let us each considers the state of our own Circuit as we listen to William Barclay describing the Church that is in danger of death.


Barclays says that a Church is in danger of death when it begins to worship its own past, when it lives on its memories and is more taken up with its traditions than with its ideals.  I think we have seen enough evidence of this to know that it is true.  Barclay also says that a Church is in danger of death when it is more concerned with correct ritual than with vitality, more concerned with how things are done than with the ultimate object in doing them.  Here, I think, young people can keep us alert to this danger by their impatience with tradition and their insistent questioning of our accepted customs.


Barclay’s third point is that a Church is in danger of death when an infringement of the constitution is the most deadly of sins; when it loves its own rules more than it loves Jesus Christ. Let us be warned if we are falling into this sin of the Pharisees.  Barclay’s final point is worth quoting in full. “A Church is in danger of death,” he says, “when it is more concerned with material than with spiritual things.  The danger that any church runs is that it should become a lodge or friendly society.  Every Church activity is necessary, but only as it subserves the primary activity of bringing men and women face to face with Jesus Christ”.


From our experience in our own Circuits and Districts, we know that the flame of Christian faith burns steadily in many hearts, but we are also aware of a great apathy and a worldliness that possesses many of our Church members.  An astute and penetrating eye could discern among us signs of the disease that leads to spiritual death.  It is not unusual for Church members to find some reason for being absent from public worship on Sundays, our prayer-meetings are not centers of renewal and refreshment save for a faithful minority, our class-meetings rarely provide the intimate fellowship of converted people praising the Lord and strengthening one another in His service.  Heads of families no longer feel obliged to call their household together for family prayers.  Educated young people are less familiar with the Bible than their unlettered grandmothers.  Public opinion reinforces our members’ dislike of our discipline, and even our Leaders are reluctant to incur unpopularity seeming to love the praise of men more than the praise of God.


There is a terrible and growing apostasy from the very heart of the Gospel.  We must not underestimate the gravity of the situation.  The Church is not making any numerical advance comparable with the current increase in population despite the great expansion of the Church in the last fifty years.


Is the Church improving in quality?  Although it is not for us to assume the role of judge in questions that the Lord alone can know, it is evident that piety, sanctity and holiness are in short supply among us.  We face a position of the utmost gravity, not so much from the pressure of rival external ideologies, as from the lack of internal dogmatic conviction and faithful Christian practice in morality and worship.


The confidence and buoyancy of the Church in the Apostolic Age has not always been lacking in our Church.  Old Synod reports treasured among our archives record the facts of renewal and revival and extension.  Monuments to the power of the Holy Spirit in converting sinners stand in our towns and villages. I refer to our thirteen hundred chapels throughout Ghana, some of which may be without titles deeds, may boast no beauty, attract no tourists, but which were erected spontaneously at great cost by serious men and women who had found salvation through faith in Christ.

“These temples of His grace


How beautiful they stand!


The honors of our native place


And bulwarks of our land.”


But in spite of our rich inheritance from the past, is there not a distinct possibility that the word of God to the Church in Sardis is being addressed to us?  “I know thy works,” that thou hast a name that thou livest, and thou art dead.” If we hear this word from God, let us also take heed of His command, “Be thou watchful and strengthen the things that remain which need to be revived.”  And in the Providence of God, the things that remain are still of great value.


Our generation entered into a rich spiritual inheritance.  Our ancestors received the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit enabled them to carry their faith throughout the Southern part of the country. We inherited chapels, schools and Mission Houses, but we also inherited a tradition of faith in Almighty God, of reliance on Jesus Christ for salvation, and obedience to Him through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Our generation has dipped into the inherited barrel of treasure and it is sadly depleted.  Unless the borrowed capital is repaid and increased, our children will never rise up and call us blessed.  We need to rediscover through the Cross, in prayer and in reading of the Bible, the power of God, the Holy Spirit upon which any revival of real religion utterly depends.


Charles G. Finney, the great American evangelist of the nineteenth century defines revival as “The renewing of the first love of Christians, resulting in the conversion of sinners to God.  It presupposes that the Church is backslidden, and revival therefore means conviction of sin and searching of hearts among God’s people.”


Alexander Whyte, the renowned Scottish preacher said, “A revival quickens dead men, touches men’s imaginations and sets loose their hearts.  There is a divine mystery about revivals.  God’s sovereignty is in them.’ 


Revival is an outpouring of the Holy Spirit by a sovereign act of God, which overflows to the salvation of others.  Revival can come only to the Church. The unbelieving world cannot be renewed because it first needs saving. Revival is God at work in unfettered power in the hearts and lives of His people, and many conversions are normally the outcome of the living testimony of those who have already been revived.  Adequate headway in the great work of evangelization depends not upon strategy, technique or method but upon the Holy Spirit Himself.  He may of course inspire us to new methods and certainly He will not let us stagnate, but it is His presence alone within the Church, in fact as well as in theory, that can provide the world with the answer to man’s deepest need.


The presence of the Holy Spirit within the Church is an undisputed fact: however, not many of us appear to have personal experience of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, at any rate, few people claim to have received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  William Temple in his “Readings in St. John” warns us that before we pray, “come, Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire,” we had better know what we are about.  He writes, “If we invoke Him, we must be ready for glorious pain of being caught up by His power out of our petty orbit into the eternal purposes of the Almighty.  The soul that is filled with the Spirit must have become purged of all pride or love of ease, all self-complacence and self-reliance; but that soul has found the only real dignity, the only lasting joy.”


So the fundamental question posed by revival is always, “Am I ready for it to begin where I am no matter how?” A missionary working in East Africa where a revival broke out in Ruanda over thirty years ago says, “I believe that God gives revival anywhere and at any time if we are really hungry for new life and if we will any lengths for it.”


It was a sense of desperate need that drove Jeremiah Lanphier to announce a noon prayer meeting in his Church in New York in September 1857.  The Church was situated in a business area and was poorly attended because people were moving out to live in new areas.


Two months after being appointed to the Church, Lanphier announced a noon prayer meeting for merchants, clerks, mechanics, strangers and businessmen who felt the need to stop and call upon God amid the perplexities of their daily work.  On that first Wednesday six people came to pray. Within six months, ten thousand businessmen were gathering daily for prayer in New York, and within two years, a million converts had been added to the American churches. 


This spontaneous, leaderless turning to God has become known as the Second Evangelical awakening.  In city after city, there was neither fanaticism nor hysteria but just an incredible movement of people to pray.


An army officer writing of his experience in the revival said, “Those of you who are at ease have little conception how terrifying a sight it is when the Holy Spirit is pleased to open a man’s eyes to see the real state of his heart.”  He continues, “men who were thought to be, and who thought themselves to be good religious people have been led to search into the foundation on which they were resting, and have found all rotten: that they were self-satisfied, resting on their own goodness, and not upon Christ.  Many turned from open sin to lives of holiness, some weeping for joy for sins forgiven.’


News of the Awakening in America spread to Ireland as emigrants wrote home to tell of their renewal.  A sprit of expectancy was abroad and people began to pray for revival.  In 1859 a young man and his four friends begun to pray in a village and later when they held their first public meeting, the revival broke out.  The Methodist Church alone increased its membership by twenty five per cent, a fact which underlines the claim of the Conference that “All our Ministers and people entered into it with holy enthusiasm.”


A year later revival came to Scotland.  In addition to widespread prayer for revival, evangelists were greatly used of God in the Awakening.  What had begun as an increase of prayer, and intercession among Christians became a great movement for the evangelization of Scotland.


The revival in Wales was closely connected with the revival in America through the preaching of Humphrey Rowland Jones.  At the age 22, he offered for the Methodist Ministry but was rejected.  He then emmigrated to America and there became a Methodist minister.  Returning to his native Wales after being caught up in the America revival, his preaching touched off a movement that was to spread to every county in Wales.


The three main characteristics of the welsh revival were (1) an extraordinary spirit of prayer among the masses, (2) a remarkable spirit of unity among all denominations of Christians, and (3) a powerful missionary effort for the conversion of others. 


Reports of the various revivals were received with wistful longing by many in England.  A London lady’s reaction to the news of revival was to write:

“Lord, I hear of showers of blessing


Thou art scattering full and free;


Showers the thirsty land refreshing


Let some drops now fall on me.”

Revival came to the north of England through the preaching of a Canadian Methodist couple, Dr. and Mrs. Walter C. Palmer.  In London crowds gathered in theatres as well as churches for prayer and preaching planned by a Committee under the leadership of the seventh earl of Shaftsbury.

Each denomination that co-operated in the revival increased its membership.  Churches were enlarged and new churches were built.  The work of the Bible Societies expanded considerably and many other charitable institutions and organizations were founded in the years following the revival, among them Dr. Barnardo’s Homes, the Children’s Special Service Mission, the Keswick Convention and the Salvation Army.  A new impetus was given to missionary work and many missionaries such as Mary Slessor of Calabar were products of the nineteenth century revival.


The revival in East Africa has already been mentioned.  It began over thirty years ago in the country of Ruanda where English Anglican missionaries had begun work some ten years previously.  The revival spread through Uganda and into Kenya and Tanzania, transforming the lives of individuals and of churches.


Canon Max Warren when he was General Secretary of the Church Missionary Society studied the revival and of its beginnings he wrote, “There would appear to have been no specially original emphasis, but rather a steady growth in dissatisfaction with defeat in the spiritual life of individuals, and dismay at the apparent acquiescence in defeat in the common life of the Church.  There was a deep hunger for human fellowship of the kind which would be an effective demonstration of the power of God to establish right human relationships.”  


In Uganda, there was a realization that the life of the Church was becoming formal, and the synod decided to have a series of missions throughout the diocese.  There were many conversions, and many others were quietly seized with a deep awareness of God’s demand for holiness.  A Rural Dean said,  “The revival here was a return to the belief that men and women had to be born again, and not just educated into the Kingdom.”  A Uganda layman said,  “I was baptized and confirmed but was without heart knowledge till revival came.”


From East Africa the revival spread to India through the ministry of several teams of evangelists who tell in plain and simple language what the Lord has wrought in their lives, and this personal testimony is convincing and effective for the salvation of souls.  The Bishop in Coimbatore reporting on the revival in his diocese says, “The Evangelists call on men and women to surrender their sins.  They insist upon the brokenness, which always results from a vision of the crucified Savior.  They teach further that those who have experienced salvation must proclaim the goodness to others.” 

A presbyter on hearing the Africa Evangelists said, “I had thought revival would come in my Church if I could get hold of a powerful speaker and arrange some meetings for him.  I now realize that I myself must be changed first.”

Moral integrity and evangelistic fervor, both of them learnt at the foot of the Cross, were the two great notes of the revival message in south India.

Here in Ghana there have been outbreaks of revival from time to time.  Towards the end of freeman’s life he had the joy of seeing a great harvest of souls being reaped.  The Rev.B.A. Markin and the Rev.A B. Dickson played their part in the Harris Movement in the Axim Circuit and in the Ivory Coast.  Some of us were in Ashanti to see the Great Awakening under the preaching of Sampson Oppong during the ministry of the Rev.W.G.Waterworth.  Revival is not a strange thing to us.

But can revival come again? Shall we see revival in our day? Will the Holy Spirit again be poured out upon His people as at Pentecost? Can the Church be renewed to serve the present age with all the vigor and assurance of New Testament Christianity?


These are the questions in many minds: university students are asking,  “Can revival come to the Church?”  Disillusioned men and women wonder if the Church can ever regain the initiative as in the early days in this country.  It was the Christians who set the pace in education, trade, social improvement and community development.  But the new educated generation doubt whether the faith and practice of Christianity is relevant in this day and age.  The only convincing evidence would be a demonstration of the power of the Holy Spirit in the lives of preachers, leaders and members.

The aged saints among us are waiting for revival; like Simeon they long for the day when they can say, “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.”  It is for revival that many of us are praying.  Let us not grow weary in prayer for in due season we shall reap if we faint not.

We have seen this morning how revival came to the Church in America, in Britain, in east Africa and in south India.  A deep hunger for new life led to believing prayer and earnest preaching as the Lord used single-minded men and women as His instruments.

There is no way to the supernatural world of Pentecost save through the grim but glorious experience of Golgotha.  And yet only the spirit released in all His fullness at Pentecost can avail to bring us face to face with Christ on Calvary.  It would appear to be a vicious circle: only through the Cross to the Spirit, only through the Spirit to the Cross.  But the vicious circle can be broken here and new.  If we will face up to what it means in fact to day to be crucified with Christ, then by the grace of God our broken and contrite hearts will be filled with Holy Spirit.

Experience suggests that we get what we genuinely expect.  An attitude of humble expectancy towards the Holy Spirit in revival will bring about a reformed and revived Church.  Revival is the way by which the Holy Spirit, brooding over the confusion caused by sin, energizes the Church to be itself again.

Never let us underestimate the importance of preaching.  Powerful preaching need not be vehement or fierce or noisy: preaching is powerful when our doctrines are set out with clarity and proclaimed with conviction.  There is a terrible danger in any preaching which is less than the whole Gospel in its total range and power. Genuine revival must reform the preaching of the Church if backsliders, careless Christians and unbelievers are to be drawn within the area of blessing.  The people of this country need to hear a clear, uncompromising, prophetic voice upholding righteousness and condemning sin. “Say to the cities of Judah, Behold your God!”  Can we say anything less to the people of Ghana?

Revival does no appear in a vacuum.  It occurs in the life of the church.  The Holy Spirit who is the Lord and Giver of life moves within the Church and brings about a revival.  He does this by making use of men and women who are already in the Church, nourished by its life and sustained by its fellowship however weak such life and fellowship may be.  Revivals do not just happen.  They happen within the Church where the Holy Spirit is at work.  Missions and Camp meetings may kindle a fire, but it is the regular disciplined life of prayer and fellowship, which keeps the fire burning steadily.

The word of God to Solomon recorded in II Chronicles 7:14 still points the only way to a genuine revival of true religion: “If my people, who are called by my name, shall humble themselves and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land”.

Let us take this word as the ground of our praying and exercise faith until the promise contained therein is fulfilled among us.  The prophet Habakkuk prayed, “O Lord revive Thy work in the midst of the years”.  The Psalmist prayed, “Wilt thou not revive us again that Thy people may rejoice in Thee?” Through His prophet Isaiah, God promises to dwell with him that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

We have seen that revival comes to those who hunger for new life and who will go any lengths to get it.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall be filled. So I invite you all to join with me now and every day in prayer for revival.


O God the Holy Spirit


Come to us, come among us.


Come as the wind and cleanse us.


Come as the fire and burn.


Come as the dew and refresh.


Convict, convert and consecrate


Many hearts and lives


To our great good and Thy greater glory


Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE WORK OF GOD

Fathers, Brethren and Sisters,


The people called Methodists often talk about the work of God.  A conversation on the work of God is part of the business of Conference, of Synods, of the Quarterly Meeting and of the Local Preachers’ Meeting.  Although the Agenda tells us that we are having a Conversation on the work of God, do we always know what we are talking about?

What do we mean by the work of God?  It is a term that covers all the activity of God in Christ, all the activity of the Holy Spirit in the believer, in the Church and in the world.   That part of the work of God, which we observe, about which we converse, and in which, I trust, we share, is a very small part of the vast activity of God.  And yet that part of the work of God which we see and in which we share helps us to know and understand what it means to work.

I propose to consider with you this morning our attitude to work: to work in general and also to the particular work of God, which He has called us.

It is commonly believed that work is a curse or punishment, and that the goal of our life is to reach that enviable state in which every need, desire and longing is satisfied with out our having to work.

Perhaps our traditional Akan philosophy has contributed to this idea.  For traditionally, it is the small boys and the small girls who do all the work in the home and who carry the heavy loads.  As we grow older, we carry less and less until we reach that honorable estate where we carry nothing at all! It is the young men and women who do the hard work: the older men make decisions and give directions.  With seniority come respect and a life of comparative leisure.

When this idea is carried over into our modern commercial and industrial society, the man at the top may think that because he is at the top his burden should be carried by those below him.  The man in the air-conditioned office at a desk with two telephones does not normally heed injunctions to work hard and to make sacrifices; he regards such advice as meant for the messengers, the farmers and the laborers.  Promotion is considered to mean more money for less work.

I dare to suggest that in Ghana we share with the Ancient Greeks their traditional belief that manual work is for the child, the woman and the slave.  We understand, and many of as secretly agree with Aristotle who said that a perfect man would not soil his hands with work.  We find it hard to accept the Hebrew point of view that work is a divine ordinance for human life.  Until our mind is changed in this respect, we are not able to stand with our Lord Jesus Christ and humbly say, “My father worketh hitherto and I work.” (John 5:17)

The idea that work is a curse or punishment can also be derived from a mistaken understanding of the story in Genesis of the Fall of Man.  To say that Man did not work till after the fall is to distort the meaning of the event.

Before the fall, man was created to replenish the earth and subdue it and to have dominion over all things.  He was placed in the garden to dress it and to keep it.  The life of Man and Woman when the world was young was full of activity and effort: work is the normal, natural and healthy routine of human living.  We cannot worship a working God, creating, sustaining, and saving the world, and at the same time think that work is degrading and fit only for servants and children.  No nation can prosper till her people learn that there is as much dignity in tilling the field as in writing a poem.

Work is neither a curse nor a punishment but is an integral part of God’s original intention in the creation of the world.  But like every other aspect of human existence, work has fallen under the curse, which is the consequence of human sin.  The Fall of Man robbed work of its joy” all the drudgery and bitterness and wretchedness of man’s working life are the consequence of his rebellion against God.

The whole field of man’s work ought to be the sphere of his glad co-operation for the common good; instead it has become the scene of bitter rivalry and fratricidal quarrelling, even as it did in the beginning for Cain and Abel.  The world of labour is disarranged as a consequence of human sin and God’s good purpose is frustrated.  Work that should have been a congenial and enjoyable activity now becomes a discipline and a task to be endured in obedience to the law of God.

Man’s continuing illusion that he can by his science and technology find his own way back into the paradise of perpetual leisure is never envisaged in the Bible as part of God’s plan! For man.  The divine command is, “Six days shall thou labor.  Our refusal to recognize this law of God debases our attitude to work and so work is robbed of joy and dignity.  An honest week’s work is every man’s God-given duty.

The Bible pictures heaven not as a place of perpetual leisure, but as a state of ordered and purposeful activity, where people are bound together in loving and joyful service of God who is their light and their life.

“Free from the fret of mortal years,

And knowing now Thy perfect will

With quickened sense and heightened joy,

They serve thee still.”


The Bible also shows how this life of heaven can be reproduced, albeit imperfectly, on earth, in a community of people, who through Christ have received eternal life.  The Bible shows how heaven comes down to earth and yet, this experience remains, for the most part, a visionary ideal.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  However, even if we fail in realizing our ideal, our achievement far exceeds the isolated selfish lives of those who live without Christ.


In the Old Testament, it is the idle rich (of whom we are sometimes envious) who are the objects of the bitterest denunciation of the prophets.  I challenge you to search the prophets and see, if you can find one word of approval of the idle leisurely life of wealthy people.  The man who is praised is the one who goes forth to his work until the evening (Psalm 104:19-23).  God blesses honest toil and gives a good harvest (Psalm 65).  The skill of craftsmanship is a gift from God (Exodus 35:30 ff).  The Book of Proverbs is full of exhortations to industry and warning against idleness.


It was not considered out of place for a king of Israel to plough his own land.  After Saul had been chosen as king and acclaimed by his people with shouts of “God save the king”, he returned to his own house.  When messengers came to tell him of danger from Israel’s enemies, they found him on his farm following the plough.


This honorable respect was accorded the worker also, at the time of our Lord.  While the scribes and priests may have despised the Carpenter from Nazareth, the people recognized in Him all that was best in the rabbinic tradition.  No rabbi in New Testament times was allowed to receive payment for his teaching.  The rabbi of those days is the local preacher of today: each rabbi had a trade and supported himself and his children by his own labor.  There were no professional teachers: no staff was employed by the synagogue to teach the children; to teach the law or to propagate the faith.  The work was all done, as we would say, voluntarily.


In this respect, Paul was a typical rabbi.  Although well educated by the best teachers of his day, Paul did not earn his living by teaching but by tent making.  The self-employed craftsman is perhaps one of the most useful members of the Church.  The tailor, the carpenter, the dressmaker or the plasterer can find work anywhere; he can live in an unbelieving community and witness to Christ in the placing where he is needed.  


In the history of the Methodist Church in Ghana, it was usually a layman who gathered a few people together for worship in the town where he was staying.  Months or years later, the minister would come to baptize the converts and set the machinery of the Church organization in motion.  This pattern is still to be seen here and there and such laymen should be honoured.  But I wish that each and every believer could accept this appointment as an ambassador of Christ in the place where he lives.


I said that Paul was a typical rabbi and earned his living by tent making.  Although he did not ask for financial support for himself, Paul held that it was the right of the missionary of the Gospel to be supported by Church members.  In 1 Corinthians 9:4-15, Paul argues that the preacher is entitled to his food at the expense of the congregation of Christ’s people whom he serves, although he did not claim this right for himself.


Paul compares the preacher’s work with the work of the soldier, the farm-laborers, the herdsman, the ploughman and the sower.  And here I wish to point out to my brothers in the ministry that we can learn from each of these workers something that will help us to understand our own ministerial work.  Like the soldier we fight our enemy and the enemy of God’s people, which is sin.  Like the farm-laborer we sow and wait till harvest: our seed is the World of God.  Like the herdsman we care for the flock of God.  The work of the minister is real work, hard work: we must be fellow –workers with God as well as joint-heir with Christ.


Christians are not exempted from the Old Testament rule that work is a divine ordinance for human life: “If any will not work neither let him eat.”  The believes in the Apostolic Age expected the immediate return of the Lord in glory, and understandably they argued that under these circumstances there was no need to work.  Paul’s epistle to the Thessalonians indicates that the non-working believers were degenerating into disorderly busybodies.  For man’s spiritual, social and moral health, work is a necessity.


In the life of Jesus of Nazareth, the intention of God in creation was utterly fulfilled.  In him we see the perfect example of a man at work: never overwhelmed by the demands of the needy, never distracted from the task of the moment, never losing control of the situation or of Himself, alternating work with rest, finding time for prayer and sleep.


The popular verdict recorded in Mark 7:7 was,  “He hath done all things well,” and echo of the ancient saying in Genesis, “and God saw everything that He had made and behold it was very good.” The perfection of God is expressed in His own work and reflected in the work of the saints.  When God for us men and for salvation come down to earth, he chose not to be a statesman or a general or a philosopher but a village carpenter: He was a skilled manual worker who had been apprenticed to Joseph. 


Studdert Kennedy brings us right into the carpenter’s shop with his poem, which goes like this:


“I wonder what He charged for chairs 


At Nazareth.

And did men try to beat Him down


And boast about it in the town,


‘I bought it cheap for half a crown


From that mad carpenter’?


And did they promise and not pay,


Put if off to another day,


O did they break His heart that way,


My Lord the Carpenter”


The life of Jesus gives us the supreme example of self-sacrificing labor, and his life also demonstrates that human life at its best is a life of service.  Christ accepted each new day as an opportunity to work: “the twelve hours of the day were made for work:” the cometh when no man can work.”  This was very true in the days before electricity was available; you cannot do much work by candlelight! For our Lord, the Father’s work was both a daily necessity and his very meat.  Night did not mean sleep, but was largely given to prayer till his exhausted nature, finding opportunity for repose, could sleep even in a fishing-boat undisturbed by a storm.


Every follower of Jesus Christ is called to convince the world by word and deed that work is not a curse but is the divine purpose for every human being.  Furthermore all who are in Christ are called to demonstrate that work is not just a burden-some duty, but becomes what God intended that is a congenial and enjoyable activity no longer under a curse but blessed and glad and free service. “They who work without complaining do the holy will of God.”  And to work without complaining a man need to be set free from the power of sin.


The Reformers, Luther and Calvin, both concluded from Scripture that in his daily work the believer may find the proper sphere for his sincere and acceptable praise and workshop of God.  Ordinary people display the likeness of God in man when through skill of brain and hand they share in the creative activity of God and find joy in their daily work and see that it is good.


This then is the Christian ideal.  But how can it be achieved in a sinful world? As Christian preachers and leaders we long to see the will be done on earth: “Thy will be done”, “thy will be done” is our daily prayer.  Governments also want to see each citizen working with all his ability and energy, though for a different reason.  The Government and particularly the economists know the value to the country of diligence, thrift and industry and they normally try by all means to develop these qualities in their citizens.  But the fact remains that no law or decree or Act of Parliament can make people diligent, thrifty and industrious.


An ancient custom which will survive in some countries was to force men to work: call it slavery, call it forced labour, call it indented labour, call it anything you like, when men and women are forced to conform to the will and dictates of a tyrant or a tyrannical oligarchy.  Slavery degrades the man and his master, and opens up their lives to all kinds of vice.  Thus slavery or forced labour defeats is own object, which is, I suggest, to secure the maximum production from the minimum investment.  There may be short-term profits but someone eventually has to pay the price.  Slavery is too costly to be profitable.


Neither the force of law nor the force of violence can provide the motive for diligent and profitable work; only free people working because they love God can provide the labour that this world needs.  When I say ‘free people’ I am not referring to the political system under which men live: by ‘free people’ I mean those who have been redeemed from sin by the power of God in Christ, people whose hearts and minds God has lifted above the avarice and laziness and love of wealth that is so often taken for granted.


Perhaps the greatest contribution that Christian people can make to the world and to Ghana today is the way they approach their daily work and the way they perform it.  It may be fashionable to be lazy, and scornful of those who are industrious and thrifty, but whatever the world thinks let us remember that one is our Master even Christ.  Do not let the world squeeze you into its own shape; rather let God transform your will, your mind and your attitude to work.


There is a widely held, though in my opinion, erroneous belief that the work of God is reserved for ministers, catechists and those who are busy on Church premises.  When a young man offers as a candidate for the Ministry people say, “He is going to do God’s work.”  This is true but not exclusively so.  For God’s work is not confined to Church services and Leaders’ Meetings and Committees: the work of God can be done in stores and factories and schools, in offices and workshops, and in markets, homes and farms.


I am reminded of a story from Kenya about a transport owner who ran the bus service in a Kenyan city.  He employed a new man as a conductor and noted with surprise that when this particular man was on a route the income in fares was much higher than usual.  He made enquiries and found that his new conductor was a Revival Christian who accounted for his honesty by saying that he belonged to Christ and so he must no cheat his employer.  The employer asked, “Are there any more like you?” So the honest Christian brought his unemployed Revival friends along, and none was happier than the transport owner. Would to God that in this country Christian men were known as honest men!


It is possible to do the work of God in what we describe as a secular sphere of activity, but there are some occupations, which because of their nature are contrary to God’s purpose for us and for the world.


I cannot see, for example, how a lottery organizer or a seller of lottery tickets is fulfilling any useful function in society.  The sins of laziness, envy, greed, dishonesty and deceit are encouraged by all who share in lotteries whether by initiating and organizing the lottery or by selling tickets.  There are other occupations also in which it is not possible to please God.  If you are in doubt as to whether some activity of yours is pleasing God, then ask yourself what the Lord Jesus would say if he passed your way and saw what you were doing.


It is necessary for all of us who have given our lives to Christ to be very sure that our work is given to us by God himself.  If you are a teacher, a businessman, a farmer or a civil servant, are you sure that God has called you to that work? And if you are doing the work God has given you, are you doing it in the place to which he has sent you? This is very important question.  


In our Covenant Service we express our belief that while it is possible to please God and to please ourselves, there are times when we cannot please God except by denying ourselves.  I find it very hard to believe for instance that God has called so many Christian doctors to work in Accra and Kumasi.  Surely it cannot be that God cares so little about the people in the rural areas that He calls no doctor to work among them.  So I am led to believe that some whom God has called turn a deaf ear to His voice and follow instead the lure of wealth and ease and comfort. 


If you are a Christian, you are called to do the work of God in a certain trade or profession or occupation.  Try to avoid the popular evaluation of a job as being only as important as the salary attached.  God does not pay His workers in cedis or sterling.  His reward, as Dives and Lazarus found out, does not depend on wealth or social status.  God gives us our full reward in the next world but he also gives us substantial installments here on earth.


If you have sung Frances Ridley Havergal’s hymn sincerely “Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee… Take my moments, take my days, take my hands, my feet, my voice, take my money, my intellect, my will and my love’; if you have really used these words to express your prayer then how can you do anything that is not the work of God?


In the Book of Revelation the picture of the final judgment is not unlike the day the auditors come: “And the books were opened.”  Now you may smile to think that God’s angel-secretary keeps a record in the files of all you do each day; but is there not enough truth in this picture to make you think and fear and repent? Is God satisfied with you and with your work? Are you ready to stand in judgment before Almighty God? What will you do when the books are opened? Where will you look?


This Address of mine to Conference will have achieved its aim only if it results in decision and action.  I have not been discussing a theory but describing Christian faith and experience: this is the way which, by God’s grace, I have chosen to walk and I invite each and all of you to walk Christ’s way with me.

THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TO CONFERENCE,

1969 MEETING IN SEKONDI

By The Rev.T.Wallace Koomson.



THE CHRISTIAN IN THE STATE

Fathers, brethren and sisters,


In these days of intense political activity preparing for the next General Election, I feel it is fit and proper that we should think together about the responsibility of Christian men and women in regard to politics and government.  So my address to you is entitled, “The Christian in the state”.


Looking back over the past three years, we remember and thank God for the relief we all felt when the restrictive and threatening laws of the first Republic were repealed, when men and women detained indefinitely in prison without trial were released, and when the anti-Christian indoctrination of both young and old was abandoned.  But during the last three years there have also been disquieting events, which have filled us with foreboding for the future.


I am not here this morning to prescribe medicine for the instant cure of all our troubles, but rather to say that it is our duty as Members of the conference of the Methodist Church in Ghana to consider carefully the responsibilities of a Christian in the State.  This is necessary for our own edification and also for those who look to us for leadership.  Among the Members of our Church there are many middle-aged people who are confused by the rapid changes and foreign influences in our political life.  Rather than face the struggle of trying to understand the situation and play their full part in their constituency, they are tempted to leave politics to those who make it their business.


Then there are the young people in our churches who are eager and enthusiastic to become fully involved in public life.  Already they are talking, lecturing, canvassing and possibly screaming their support for the party of their choice.  We have a pastoral responsibility for all our Members and our duty is to try and understand their need and lead them to our Father through Jesus Christ.


You may have noticed that the subject I have chosen is “The Christian in the State” and not “The Church and the State”, there is a reason for this.  With the General election in mind. May I remind you that the Church as a unit has no vote.  The Methodist Church is not committed to any party, policy or particular plan for society.  We remind ourselves that the Methodist Church thrives in the capitalist republic of the unite states and also in Marxist Yugoslavia, in the constitutional monarchy of Great Britain and also in the new republics of the Caribbean.  The church was established in the Gold Coast before British rule extended beyond the Castles’ Walls; the Church grew up amid the wars and intrigue of the nineteenth century, attaining autonomy in the unfavorable climate of the First Republic.  Whatever the system of government under which we live, the word of God is not bound.


The church as a unit does not involve herself in party politics but each individual member by virtue of his citizenship has a right to vote and because he is a Christian has a duty to vote at elections.  The Christian, like every other individual citizen, has the freedom to decide whether he will devote time, money and energy to persuading people to vote for one particular party or not.  The choice is his, but let him remember that whether he is actively engaged in politics or not, his whole life comes under the scrutiny of almighty God who will judge him according to His Law.  Broken promises, false accusations, extravagant gifts, Sabbath breaking and telling lies can never be justified by the excuse, “But that is politics.” God’s law applies in public, private and political life.  We judge no man, but we exhort all men to turn from the corruption of sin to the discipline of holiness in Christ.


In the Methodist Church we have a deep respect for our fathers in the faith: every Member of our church is familiar with the name of Freeman who contributed more than any other person to the birth and growth of our Church.  John Wesley is our revered ancestor in the faith, and I venture to say that if we knew more about Martin Luther we might discover a spiritual kinship with him also.


Martin Luther in his Small Catechism explains what is meant by “Give us this day our daily bread.” He says, “daily bread” means “pious and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, discipline, honour, good friends and faithful neighbours”. Perhaps in our hurried repetition of the Lord’s Prayer we think only of bread, or perhaps we do not think at all! We would do well to consider the meaning Luther gives to this familiar phrase, “Give us this day our daily bread.” He means, among other things, pious and faithful rulers, good government and peace?


Pious and faithful rulers are politicians who fear God and obey Him.  True to their calling they do not willfully misuse their power against those who are powerless.  Acknowledging that they themselves are made in the image of God they recognize in every man the image of God and accordingly treat him with respect.  It becomes especially necessary for us to pray at election times for pious and faithful rulers.  In a democratic society the citizens of the state choose their own rulers; they are not imposed upon us but they are chosen by the majority.  The rulers we will get are the rulers we elect.  So we must pray for wisdom and discernment at times of elections.


The good government for which Luther prayed means that our laws and constitution may be just, reasonable and clear.  We are asking that those laws be respected by the political leaders as well as by the people.  We are asking that our laws be impartially enforced in the courts and in the streets.


Prayer for peace means that we seek peace in our homes and our places of work and worship and recreation.  In place of quarrelling, gossip, treachery and mockery, we ask for kindness, love, loyalty and trust.  When we ask for peace, we pray that party Rivalry may not destroy the people, that the party in power may not liquidate the others, that the majority heeds the rights of the minority, that official authority will protect those who cannot defend themselves from insults and persecution.  Our prayer for peace also means that differences between nations and within nations may be settled by discussion, compromise and treaty instead of slandering and abusing one another, than by taking up arms and in the bitter madness of war destroying one another.


This is part of the meaning Martin Luther gave to the petition “Give us this day our daily bread.”  But can we honestly join with him? Lip service is worse than useless in times like these, we truly say that we pray for good government, for peace and for pious and faithful politicians?  And do we believe that God will answer our prayers?


We remember our first experience of modern politics in this country: the political propaganda, the party press, the speeches of politicians and the inexorable party machine.  How can prayer and politics belong together? Can we honestly pray for and expect to receive pious and faithful rulers, good government and peace?


I would remind you that St. Paul urges Timothy to make supplications, prayers, intercessions and thanksgiving for all men, for all kings and all in authority.  Perhaps our previous politicians fell into sin and nearly ruined our country because we failed to pray for them as we pray for ourselves.  For myself I ask for a heart obedient and pure, for strength and health for protection from temptation and distress, for peaceful fellowship and a joyful end.   Are these not the things, which I should pray for on behalf of the politicians as well as for my family and myself?


But praying is not enough.  Lest I be misunderstood let me explain.   There are some Christians who feel that they have discharged their duty to God and to their country by making prayers.  Some withdraw from the world altogether and live in an enclosed community with like-minded people.  Others while living in towns and villages live a separated life taking no part in the ordering of the life of society: they refuse to take part in civic concerns, nor will they use their vote in local or general elections. “Politics, “they say, is a dirty game and we must keep our hands clean.  In their view a change of government is but the substitution of one set of sinners for another.  Their citizenship, they say, is in heaven and this world lies under the power of the evil one.  So they try to live a spiritual life and their emphasis is on saving their own souls.


We wish that such devout and well-meaning people could understand the meaning of the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ: how He humbled himself and became man, a member of a family living in a village community. The man called Jesus united in Himself the spiritual and the material, the human and the divine. Not standing aloof from the affairs of men but himself taking our infirmities and bearing our disease.  As disciples of Jesus we are concerned for the well being of the community to which we belong.  Our spiritual understanding must be expressed in loving service for our fellows.  Our gifts of leadership must be available in civic affairs as in church affairs.  All of life comes under the Lordship of Christ.


Now there is one fact we must face: when the Christian who takes his citizenship seriously looks in the Bible for explicit directions on how to order his life in politics parties he may be disappointed.  In Bible times there were no political parties, as we know them today.  The freedom to vote had not even been through of.  The people of Israel lived under the denomination of the Roman Empire, which was a dictatorship.  The Jews were allowed self-government in religious matters and in certain legal matters, but their Council was an oligarchy of seventy old men who were never replaced till they died.  Even the Romans who became Christians were unlikely to have a say in the choice of ruler.  Only those who belonged to the few privileged families of Rome had any influence, and even then, the throne of the emperor often passed to a strong man who seized it by force.


So in the New Testament it is assumed that Christian people are among the masses living under a pagan dictatorship.  What practical help and guidance can we get from it? There is one specific instruction relevant to citizenship: in the Gospel we are told to pay our taxes.  For some reasons people have always found it hard to pay their taxes, whether it is income tax or sales tax or entertainment tax or customs duty.  But on this subject the Gospels and the Epistles give clear and precise teaching: payment of taxes is a Christian duty.  It is recognition of the authority of the government and also an admission that we all belong to each other sharing each other’s hardships and blessings.


The New Testament is equally clear that we must recognize the authority of the powers that are ordained of God.  Even the pagan emperor in Rome must be recognized and his power must be respected by Christian people because “there is no power but of God”.  The power that maintains law and order, encouraging and defending the good, restraining and punishing wickedness, this power deserves the honour and respect of all citizen including Christians.  But there is a point beyond which loyalty cannot go; Christians cannot give to the State the ultimate allegiance that is due to God alone.


Christian citizens of the Roman Empire were loyal to the Emperor until they were required to burn incense art his shrine.  This they could not do because an act of worship at the shrine of the Emperor implied the denial of the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  In the Book of Revelation we catch a glimpse of the suffering of these people who refused to worship the Emperor.  Under the despotic rule of Rome they suffered imprisonment, torture and death rather then deny their Lord.  In spite of all evidence to the contrary, the Book of Revelation holds the faith that evil would be vanquished and righteousness would triumph; this faith was vindicated in the century that followed.


Here in our democratic society in Ghana where by the mercy of God we live, we have rights and privileges beyond the imagination of the Early Church.  Let us gratefully embrace the opportunity God has given us and assert our Christian faith in politics in every other sphere of life.


The Christian seeks a responsible society in which there is a genuine respect for persons, with freedom, peace and justice for all and a due restraint of power.  So when the Christian enters political life, it is not with a selfish ambition for power and wealth, but with a desire to realize God’s will in government and in society.  Politics involves the exercise of power, and because the Christian politician knows that power corrupts he humbly offers himself to God.  It is possible even for a politician to walk humbly with God: indeed this is the only way for a politician who wants to avoid the corruption that power brings.


The Christian who is active in politics, and indeed every Christian who has the right to vote, has to decide which party he will join or support.  We must assert our freedom to choose, and refuse to be pressured into joining any party.  Making the choice is no easy matter: you cannot simply vote for the party that makes the most attractive promises, nor can you support a particular parliamentary candidate because you like his face or his manner or because he belongs to your town or to your tribe or to your Church.  Nor can the issue be decided by calculating which party will increase your personal wealth and introduce tax measures from which you will personally benefit.  The children of this world may appear to be wiser than the children of light, but we have a charge to keep and a God to glorify and a never-dying soul to save.


The Christian citizen seeks a place within the party which seems to offer him the maximum opportunity for service to God and to man.  He wants a political programme, which considers the plight of the homeless, the diseased, the illiterate, the poor, the stranger and the oppressed.  He wants to work within a system that encourages thrift and diligence and the careful use of wealth, that checks laziness and idleness and the squalid acquisition of wealth through brutal selfishness and trickery.  The Christian wants to work for constitutional arrangements that set a check on power in every sphere of public life: he wants to alert people to be constantly watchful for any abuse of power and bold to protest against it.  The only reward a Christian politician seeks is the trust and confidence of his fellows and a conscience clear before God and man.  He makes no pretensions to superior wisdom because of his Christian faith, but with the spirits of service makes his talents available for the betterment of his nation and mankind.


Members of Conference, this is the ideal Christian citizen I have been describing.  This is our aim but I am in aware that in this world of sinners we must take men as they are.  We must relate our faith what man, by the grace of God, can become with the acceptance of man as he is.


The Christian voter is influenced by centuries of tradition in the matter of choosing rulers.  It is only within the last twenty years or so that we have become acquainted with the party system of government and with elections in which each individual shares equal responsibility.  I need hardly remind you that in former days a decision was taken by the family and the responsibility for voicing the decision rested on the head of the family.


There was little sense of personal and individual responsibility for making decisions related to matters of State.  Indeed the young married man’s views and opinions were scarcely considered.  He listened and learned and waited until he became an elder.


Although the memory of those days of collective responsibility seems to have faded the traditional influence still lingers.  Voters are reluctant to rely on their own judgment and to assume responsibility for the outcome of their own actions.  People are too easily swayed by those whom they regard as wiser, older and stronger than themselves.  Not realizing the strength of the voting paper in his own hand, the voter believes himself to be at the mercy of forces beyond his control.


As Christian disciples and apostles, or if you prefer it, as believers and preachers, we have a responsibility for those committed to our pastoral care.  Our business is not to tell them how to vote, but rather to teach them how to use their vote.  But where do we begin? What can each of us do?


Again I go back to our fathers in the faith for I believe John Wesley can help us here.  On one occasion when visiting Ireland John Wesley was asked, “How can we convert this country to Christ?”


His reply was, “Let all the Clergy only live like the apostles and preach like the apostles, and the thing is done.”


And I am convinced that his prescription would work a cure in Ghana too: let all the clergy, and let us add the class-leaders, only live like the apostles and preach like the apostles and the thing is done.


The educated members of society are, for the most part, wealthy compared with their ancestors of one hundred years ago.  But there is anew paganism in Ghana today, a new paganism that enthrones the body and enslaves the souls.  Every wish of the body is gratified with food, drink, music dancing, entertainment and sexual indulgence.  But the soul is enslaved and starved in the darkness of her narrow cell.


How is the church to restore the primacy of the soul, to dethrone Mammon, to proclaim Christ the Lord by right and by consent?  How can the kingdom of the world become the Kingdom of our Lord?  How can Ghana be claimed for our Lord and Master?  There is, I believe, a sure but untried method.  This method I challenge you to try.  Let all who profess faith in Christ live like the apostles.


I challenge you to study the way the apostles lived and follow their example.  They wronged no one, they harmed no one, they exploited no one.  They accepted poverty, abuse and hardship, and gave themselves in love to the task of making Christ known.  Apostolic doctrine and practice were in complete harmony: they lived what they preached.  Sermons in Church, speeches from platforms, statements in the press all must bear the signature of sincerity or they will go unheeded.


Members of conference, the church in Ghana are respected throughout Africa and indeed throughout the world.  The church in Ghana is regarded as mature, influential and forward looking.  Christians throughout Africa and overseas are watching us and praying with us during these next crucial weeks.  If our fellow Christians expects so much of us, shall we fail them? And our Lord who has redeemed us, shall we fail Him?


With confidence born of hope in the Lord Jesus Christ, let us accept the challenge of our time.  Let us claim the political kingdom for Christ and there assert His Law of service, truth and respect for every person.  Let us play our full part as citizens of Ghana knowing that we belong to Christ.


“Faith of our Fathers, God’s great power


Shall soon all nations win for thee;


And through the truth that comes from God


Mankind shall then indeed be free.


“Faith of our fathers! We will love 


Both friend and foe in all our strife,


And preach Thee, too, as love knows how,


By kindly words and virtuous life!


Faith of our Fathers! Holy Faith!


We will be true to Thee till death.”

THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TO

 CONFERENCE, 1970 MEETING IN WINNEBA

By The Rev. T. Wallace Koomson

OUR MISSION

Fathers, brothers and sisters-in-Christ,


It is good for the artist to stand back from time to time and look at the work he is creating.  Conference gives us all the opportunity of standing back from our ordinary work and looking at it: from Conference we see the work in our Circuit as part of the whole work of our Connexion.  Some of us are encouraged by what we see because it is not quite as bad as we had feared, but few of us are satisfied with our work for Christ in Ghana though we do not lose heart because our hope is in Christ.


It is Christ who has redeemed us and sent us to call the world to believe in Him. This sending is what we call “ mission”, a word which derives from the Latin word, “to send”. A Mission is sent by one government to another to communicate a message or to negotiate a deal. In the church we are familiar with the word but with a different association: our Church grew out of a Mission sent to us by an older and caring church.  There are still missionaries among us indicating that far-off Christians who do not know us personally care enough to send missionaries to help and to work side by side with us.


Mission, however, is not reserved for missionaries.  Each Christian is called to share in the mission of Christ to the world.  This means living in the Holy Spirit and calling men and women by word and deed to believe in Jesus Christ.


During conference we review the past year’s work and try to evaluate the success of our mission in our Circuits and in our institution.  We have to face the unpalatable facts and admit that there has been no great increase in our membership during the year, that too many men remain for life on the adherents roll, that many too have remained for years on the ‘On Trial” membership roll, that many infants are baptized but only a proportion of them grow up to be Christ’s faithful soldiers and servants.  In the villages, our societies are there but do not grow appreciably: who can tell me of one village where Christianity has entirely superseded paganism? In our cities there are many who claim the description “Christian” but who have no fellowship with the people of God; their life and conduct is at variance with Christian principles.


Have we nothing to say when confronted with these facts? What does mission mean to us as we look at the whole people of Ghana?  Here are the people for whom Christ died; the Lamb of God has died to take away their sin and the sin of the world.  Yet what do we see? We see people struggling to live in the highly competitive world of business and industry where bribery, corruption, unemployment, deception and cruelty medical care and the homeless, the destitute and many-disabled children abandoned to their misery.  Armed thieves pounce on defenseless people and youths grow up defying the law of the land.


There are many things we are proud of in our society: chieftaincy, ancestors, family loyalties, languages, tradition and craft, to name only a few.  These too are part of our society.  

*There is libation, on the value of which there is divided opinion among Christians; there is polygamy, on which the Church’s opinion could be clearer out.  The truth of the matter is, whether we like it or not, “we belong to a humanity that cries passionately and articulately for a fully human life”, says a recent report of the World Council of Churches. We, as Christians, know that we are involved and we cannot stand aloof even when prudence dictates an attitude of indifferent neutrality.  We have been charged with a message, a mission and a ministry concerned with more than spiritual needs; we are concerned with we participate is the gift of a new creation, a radical renewal, an invitation to grow up into our full humanity in the new man, Jesus Christ.


The challenge that faces us now, just as it faced our fathers, is this: how can we ever succeed in making Christ known to every man and woman in every town and village throughout the land? This is our mission: can we accomplish it?  Today we have more instruments to help us than our pioneer Christians had: we have newspapers and the radio, we have television and other aids to education, we have reliable transport.  All these things must be used in our mission of proclaiming Christ, and we ourselves need to be renewed by the Holy Spirit.  Renewal means repentance and cleansing and faith; but without renewal we will die as a church.


John Wesley came to a point in his leadership of the Methodists where he saw the need for renewal.  Writing to his friend, Charles Perronet, he said, “If we could once get all our preachers both itinerant and local, uniformly and steadily to insist on those two points: “Christ dying for us” and “Christ reigning in us “ we would shake the trembling gates of hell.  And what is more we would see them shaking: we would see thousands of pagans being delivered from primitive fears and coming into the protective love of our Father, we would see thousands of young people at present caught up in the chains of gambling, alcohol and drugs coming into the freedom of the sons of God, in place of adultery and fornication we would see a new and deep respect for persons.  Yes if we shake the trembling gates of hell we would see Ghana becoming a completely Christian country.  So let us examine Wesley’s themes for preachers more closely: “Christ dying for us” and “Christ reigning in us”.


The historical events of Good Friday are well known to us and to our congregations.  The Seven Words from the Cross-have become familiar to every member.  The annual funeral of our Lord, for, regrettably, we must admit that this is how many of our people regard Good Friday, as a great day in the life of our Church.  But do we all understand what we are celebrating?  Has His death any personal significance for us?


When we look at Calvary we are looking at death giving life.  We may not understand all that the death of Christ involved.  For as a French preacher exclaims: “God dying on a cross! Who can understand it?”  Yes, we may not understand it, but we can at least see what it cost God to forgive us our sins.  Looking at the Cross we can say, “That is how God loves me.  He died to give me eternal life.  He loved me and gave Himself up for me.”


The basis for a new relationship with God is therefore laid, the door is open and all we have to do is to go through the open door, for there is welcome for the sinner.  The man who knows and can say: “Christ died for me’ is a man in a new relationship with God.  No need for further sacrifices because the Lamb of God has been slain; no need for fear and doubt and despair because at Calvary I see how greatly Jesus must have loved me. With joy the sinner accepts the fact of his redemption and begins to say to others, “Behold! The Lamb!”  And so the nucleus of the new humanity is formed: the death of Jesus unites people in joy and faith and love.


Here is the basis for new relationships among men; the foundation of a new order of society has been laid.  Now that Christ has carried away the sinful pat, the Spirit sets us free to live for others.  This means that the new humanity has come into being, the new society has come into existence. God has opened to us a way of transformation into Christ’s new humanity.  By this action, God has brought into being a new society, the Church.  This in the words of Dr. K.A. Busia, is the “Embryonic world community” which men if goodwill everywhere seek.  And unless men and women enter into his new community and accept the challenge of new life in Christ putting their lives under the control of Jesus, there will be hatred, and corruption, perversion of the truth, inhumanity, selfishness and chaos.  We pray God to stir up the Church to make this good news known to the people of Ghana, this good news of Christ dying for us, good news that stimulates faith and love and joy.


Some of us query any advice we are given, even if the advice comes from our reverend father, John Wesley.  When he said that preachers must uniformly and steadily insist on the fact of Christ dying for us, did he mean that we must choose this subject throughout the year? Is it not enough to preach about Christ’s death during Holy Week and on Good Friday? The plain answer is “No”.


Just as St. Paul constantly preached Christ crucified setting forth openly for all to see the dying Christ, so the Wesley’s kept this great fact before their people.  Our life derives from His death; His blood poured out gives life and health to us.  The Lord’s Supper is a constant memorial of His death.


May I here make a plea for more reverent and more regular services of Holy Communion?  From time to time I am saddened to hear of our people in the villages having to wait months or years between the observances of the Lord’s Supper.  And then sometimes the service is short, hurried and formal, thus denying our people the experience of seeing Christ dying for them, seeing and dwelling on the mystery.  So I appeal to you all, especially to my brother ministers, to give more time and thought and prayer to the Lord’s Supper.


Wesley’s second great theme was “Christ reigning in us”.  This is a fact of Christian experience known to all who submit their will to Christ.  To know that I am no longer my own, but the willing slave of a loving Master is one of the greatest joys on earth.  He died for us that He might rise again for us and reign over us forever.


The resurrection of Jesus and His exaltation far above all principalities and powers created new possibilities for redeemed humanity.  His victory over death and the release of the Holy Spirit destroyed the powers of evil, misery, disease, ignorance and death.  In Christ, God has broken the power of evil once for all and opened for everyone the gate to freedom and joy in the Holy Spirit.  The end of history will be the triumph of it is kingdom and not till then will we understand how much God loved the world.


“Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,


Endless is the victory, thou o’er death hast won.” 


The Kingdom of God has come and Christ has begun to reign recognizably and visibly.  His eternal kingship is being acknowledged by men who submit to Him and work for Him.  The kingdom of God is not some perfect order of society, which the efforts of men of goodwill can establish on earth; it is simply the reign of God over the wills and lives of people.  It is in this way that God brings renewal to humanity.  Acts of visible power, the exercise of kingship in miracles, wonders and judgments would stupefy, astonish, compel and frighten men but would not renew them.


The King of all worlds approaches us gently and lovingly offering us pardon, inviting us to submit our wills and to follow Him.  Then if we respond to Him, how blest we are! For when we allow Christ to reign in us, we bear the fruits of His Kingdom: agreeable tempers, fruits of grace, love, joy and peace, works of mercy, patience in suffering; these bring to others the reality of the reign of God.  And how happy is the man through whom another is persuaded to enter the Kingdom of God!


When Christ is reigning in us, the impossible problem of obedience is solved.  What I mean is this: we all know how hard it is to obey the law of God.  How many of us have never broken one of the Ten Commandments? How many of us order our public and private life by the teaching of Christ?  Some of us have really tried to obey God, but it has proved to be an impossible assignment.  Not until we have this new experience of Christ reigning in us do we begin to understand the Psalmist whose delight is in the law of the Lord.  To do the will of God becomes a delightful privilege.  The awful burden and disgrace of doing the evil that we would not, and of not doing the good that we would, the awful burden is removed by a miracle of divine love.  The new freedom that belongs to the children of God is ours as we enter into the Kingdom of His dear Son.  The glorious fact of Christ reigning within us as individuals must not blind us to an even greater wonder of Christ reigning in us as a body of people, a new community, a human society marked out by its love.  It is in the new community that the world sees Christ exercising His rule and meeting the needs of the whole human race: the new community is being renewed for mission.


If we intend to fulfill our mission, the immediate field for action is Ghana.  Do we really seek renewal for Ghana?  Are we praying that all things belonging to the flesh may die in us, and that all things belonging to the Spirit may live and grow in us?  Renewal is costly:  it cost the Lord Jesus His Life.  It will make demands of us too: so if we pray for the renewal of the people of Ghana, we must be prepared to pay the price.  There must be a total surrender of our whole society to Christ: all things must submit to His judgment, our culture and the things we love as well as the things we abhor.  We cannot pick and choose what to throw away and what to keep.


If we try to bring Christ into our society on our own terms, keeping some things from Him, throwing way only what seems worthless to us, treating Christ as a “foreign expert” whose advice we may ignore, then we are not taking away the sin of the world.  And then He will not be able to reign in us, and our society will never become part of His Kingdom.


From the signs we observe in the Church at the present time, we are forced to admit that many who call themselves Christians are not in fact living or speaking as Christians.  Some members of the Church are so deeply involved in the ordinary life of the world that they fail to be distinctive.  They have accepted the ethics and morals and customs of the world even though most of these are contradictory to the way of Christ.  The evils of society, especially the love of money and worldly ambition have penetrated deeply into the Church, so much so that we are in danger of being salt that has lost its savour and is fit for nothing.


I am glad to be able to tell you that among the ministers of our Church there is a movement of renewal.  Men are seeking the Holy Spirit that they may exercise their ministry effectively.  The ministry is an instrument in the hand of God and for this reason God will purge us: our sins will be exposed and rooted out in humiliation and suffering.  The time has come for judgment to begin at the household of God.  But we believe that id we are humbled and purified, God will use us in new name of Christ and thousands will voluntarily enter His Kingdom.


The work of this Conference can become part of the process of renewal; the significance of all that we do is to be judged by God Himself.  Many of the things we do, much that we are interested in, is useless to God if we are not united to Christ.  If many of our members are not aware that Christ died for them, then Christ is unable to reign in them.


We must look critically at the educational work of our Church.  Our primary, middle and secondary schools are a vast monument to the sacrificial endeavor to teachers devoting their lives to helping others.  Think of the immeasurable work put into the administration of our schools, of the huge sums of money spent by parents and taxpayers, of the sacrifices made both by expatriate missionaries and Ghanaian Christians.  And what has been the end result in terms of the Kingdom of God? Have the men and women who have passed through our schools spending their formative years under our influence; have they become devoted servants of Christ sharing with us in the Kingdom of God? Is it not sadly true that only a small minority of those whom we educate find their way into the fellowship of the people of God? 


Christ can reign in our schools and colleges but only if all who teach and all who manage; if all members of school boards have surrendered themselves to Christ.  If Christ reigns in them, then the children will see His power and the Holy Spirit will draw them to Himself.


We must also take a long hard look at our Church organization.  The Methodists have always done things methodically: we have taught our members to take responsibility at all levels in the Church, even though this takes time.  Are we spending our time in such a way as to enlarge the numbers of Christians among us?  Is Christ really sitting in our midst at the Leaders’ Meeting?  Is Christ really using our chapel building some with towers, some without, some with a dream standing in place of a tower-would that it was Jacob’s ladder!


Where is Christ when the collections are being taken?  Is He in the certificates for harvest contributions, the donations for pipe organs, the elaborate music, and the feasts when members of various organizations eat and drink from the donations they have received?  With Christ those things have some value even if only for Him to show His kingship by flinging them out of His Father’s house.  If such things are they’re not for His worship and His glory and His praise, but to display our achievements and successes then they become rubbish, the source of further disease and corruption which breeds in undisturbed rubbish heaps.


We must be prepared to give up everything for Him, really to give up all.  We can accept back only what He gives; because He gives it and not because we choose it or want it; but because by which men and women exclude their Christian faith from some of the most vital parts of their minds and hearts.  The acceptance of the fact the Christ is King over halide wide world including Ghana and over curacy human relationship; the acceptance of this fact is the first step in bringing Christ’s rule and salvation to all.


We believe that Christ is present in the Church in spite of all our human failings.  When we meet around His Table it is the Lord Himself who uses this means of grace to reach our needy hearts.  In prayer and worship if we approach Him in faith, His grace will never fail.  But for all the rest of our activities, our meetings, committees, buildings and good works, all that involves so much time and effort.  He is only present if Christians are united to Him.  If He is present is His Church and reigning in the heats of his people then all the rest will be changed and renewed and His name will be glorified.  If He is not present then the Church with its laity and ministry will be a mausoleum, a dusty old tomb full of old bones decayed and rotten. The Christian Church has nothing of her own to give to the world, except by her faithfulness in living and preaching the word of the Cross.


In practical terms we must submit ourselves to Christ, make time for prayer, and ask Him for the greatest gift of love.  We must let Him reign in us.  What is the point if we wear ourselves out rushing from one meeting to another, if we spend our whole career feeding the hungry if Christ does not reign in our hearts?  How can we do His work if our lives are not under His control, if we have not even acknowledged Him to be our Lord? 


But if we are praying people, men of faith, people controlled by Christ under His “Christocracy”, then our every possession will be used by God, Into His gracious hands He will receive our talents, gifts and graces.  But remember this, there is no value in the things we do unless we are the right people to do them, people who are with God.


We, of ourselves, can do nothing to help our society but as we are Christ’s then He through us is renewing the human race here in Ghana.  Our political institutions, which ultimately are of small importance compared with the salvation of men and women, may or may not help in this process; our culture and our customs may or may not help.  The only effective and reliable instrument of change is the Crucified Saviour Himself.  It is His life poured out that becomes new life for all.  Living under the judgment of God, the new community looks forward hopefully to the glorious coming of the Son of Man.  When He comes on the clouds of heaven in power and great glory, we shall see His wounded transmitted Body, faith will be lost sight, the wrongs of the world will be judged and all things will be gathered up in Him.  


To sum up all I have been saying, God’s word to us at this time is a call to repentance and to the recognition of God’s judgement upon us.  And it is also a call to believe in the reality of the new humanity in Jesus Christ offered to all.  I make this urgent appeal for effective faith and vigorous action as an expression of our witness to the Gospel in the world in which we are living.


A message of judgement and a call to repentance will not be popular with many of our people.  We will lose friends by challenging the evils that the world accepts as necessary and normal.  But we must be prepared for unpopularity, malicious criticism, assassination of character, and disloyalty among those we trust.  Suffering is the way of redemption; we must learn to walk the way the Cross taking up our cross daily and following Jesus.  We are facing a difficult task both in our Church and in our country involving a long and arduous struggle.  If you are afraid, as Gideon said to the men of Israel, you may go home.  Thousands of Gideon’s men did in fact go home but he led an army of 3000 faithful, fearless men to victory.


If you share my confidence in the power of our victorious, living Lord, all your doubt and fears will evaporate in the warmth of His love.  To us who believe is given the insight that Christ is the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  No human structure or ghostly power can stand against the man who knows that Christ died for him and reigns in him.  We can only hope to heal the mortal wounds of our sick society by denying man’s ability to heal himself and by pointing away from man to our Creator, Redeemer and King.


Sent by my Lord on you I call;


The invitation is to all:


Come, all the world; come, sinner, thou!


All things in Christ are ready now.
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NORTHERN GHANA MISSION PRODUCTS

The following from Northern Ghana Mission have entered the Methodist Ministry:

MR. PETER DEI BAKPANLA

Born 1942- Educated in Funsi and Wa Primary and Middle schools.  Become Christian in 1957.  Worked with medical field unit for sometime and trained as catechist at Freeman College.  Accepted for training as Methodist Minister 1967.  Will start as Minister-on-trial from 1st October 1971.

MR. EDISON K. TINSARI


A Dagarti by Birth. Educated at Saburi

Primary and Lawra Middle School.  

Became a Christian in 1958.  

Had his secondary education at 

Tamale Government Secondary School.  

Taught from 1965-1968 and entered 

Trinity College to train for the Methodist Ministry in 1969.

A BRIEF REVIEW OF THE METHODIST CHURCH,

GHANA, 1961-71

INTRODUTORY


Any review like this must be to a considerable extent a subjective appraisal, even though facts and figures are given where possible.  I must crave your indulgence if the review appears to be rather critical, but any balance sheet must have its debits as well as its credits.


Let us always try to bear in mind that the central point in our Church’s life is the winning of men and women to Christ: the building up of the individual Christian in character and service: and the worship and witness of the local group of Christians that we call the society or congregation.

(1) The Methodist Church, Ghana which became autonomous in 1961 has during the past ten years clearly established itself as a strong and autonomous Church under a Conference that is growing in maturity and under the able Ghanaian leadership of its Presidents and Secretaries, etc.

(2)  During the past ten years the new Districts under their Synods and Chairmen have become well established, although there is still room for further development.  Healthy rationalization is a valuable corrective to over-dependence on the center, and is preparing the Methodist Church to play its full part in the United Church to-be. 

(3) Statistics

Congregations 1950   1,334


1960   1,455+121

1970 1,665+210





Membership


F.M.



O.T.

 

J. M.

1950   53,248



25,267



54,282

1960   58,591+5,343


25,787+519


68,796+14,514

1970   88,811+30,220


34,513+8,726


92,181+23,385

Ministers Catechists Local Preachers Class Leaders

1950      53             431            2,927                 3,694

1960      62+9         285-146     4,342+1,415     4,210+516

1970    134+72       233-52       5,917+1,575     5,847+1,637


These figures may largely be allowed to speak for themselves, but we must give thanks to God for the considerable (and indeed remarkable) growth of the past ten years.  At the same time we must remember the large population growth, and the large growth also of spiritual Churches.

(4) Ministers, catechist and Lay Leaders

Some significant points about the Ministry are:

(a) The fact that the number of Ministers has more than doubled in ten years; but it is still far short of the target of 200 sets before autonomy.

(b) The establishment of Trinity College at Legon.

(c) The Scheme for senior candidates.

(d) The policy of training ministers for first degrees within Ghana.

(e) The growth of varied forms of chaplaincy work.

The Church has now ceased to recruit Catechists, but has decided to give further training to serving catechists.


The Church is stressing the need for trained Lay Leadership and has adopted policies designed to give adequate training to Local Preachers and Class Leaders at Circuit, District and Connexional level.  A scheme for Local Preachers examinations on a West African basis has been introduced, but is making regrettably slow progress.

(5) The Nature and Quality of our Membership

 Our membership is growing, but what is its quality?  Some members are being pulled backwards by paganism, and others by materialism.  A recent summary pointed out that our Church is “failing to make an impact on social evils such as bribery and corruption and lax moral standards”.

There continues to be an imbalance in our membership in that women greatly outnumber men.

In women’s Work there is the continued growth of Women’s Fellowships.  A Deaconess Order has been established but has scarcely got “off the ground”.

So far as our Young people are concerned, is the increase in Junior Membership really reflected in the composition and life of our congregations?  The Youth Fellowship has grown in strength; but on the other hand the Church still lacks good Sunday Schools.  And yet twenty-five years ago the report “I Will Build My Church” said that we should seek to build up the Church through the Sunday school rather than the Day School.  Conference adopted a forward Four-Year Youth Programmed, and should now seek to review the results of this.  Clear policies for our youth work consistently pursued are essential to the life of the Church.

(6) Education

During the ten years our higher institutions have grown and developed; and the administration of our Primary and Middle schools has been strengthened by the development of a number of regional offices under Regional Managers of Schools.  But what of the Christian commitment of our teachers and the development of Christian character in the pupils?  And our ministers are still concerned with schools not primarily as pastors but as routine administrators.  Further, a burning question to which the Methodist Church has to seek its answer is: “What is the right relationship between Church and State in matters of education in the Ghana of the, 70s?”

(7) Missionary Work


There has been development in Northern Ghana, and the Methodist Church is gradually becoming established there.  The School for the Blind at Wa is doing an excellent job of work.


But in the west of Southern Ghana progress has been slow, although the establishment of the Gwira Mission is a step forward.


The Lake Bosumtwi Mission is just being established in the Kumasi District.


There have been no marked developments in missionary work outside Ghana, although the Church continues to supply a minister to Gambia and gives some of its best men to the All African Conference of Churches. 

MISSIONARY WORK

Since autonomy, the Church has been engaged in missionary work in the North, the west and Ashanti.


The Northern Ghana Mission is costing the Church about N¢ 30,000.00 a year.  There are signs of success as more and more indigenous members are being converted to Christ and are built up in faith.  The following Statisistics show the total numbers of Northerners won for Christ: -


Full Members …    …      …  109


Adult Baptized Adherents  …    3


Catechumens.            …..        522


Junior Members.     …..          166


We believe that this great task of evangelism will progress over the years ahead as we press on looking to Christ more and more willing to carry his cross.


The Gwira Mission in the Sekondi District is also progressing over the power of God at work in us renewing lives.


The Lake Bosumtwi Mission inaugurated this year in Ashanti, between Konongo, Mponua and Bekwai, is taking shape.


In the Church’s missionary work we are grateful to the Methodist Church in Great Britain, which continues through the Missionary Society to send Missionaries to work with us in this supreme task of evangelism.

(8) Literature
Some progress has been made in the production of hymnbooks, but apart from this little has been done by the Methodist Church in the production and distribution of Christian literature however, the Christian Council and the Bible Society of Ghana are achieving something through united effort.

(9) Christian Citizenship
Here there are two sides to the coin:

(a) The Church has produced Christian statement; and the community does look to the Church to give moral leadership.

(b) The Christian Citizenship Committee has done little to articulate Christian social policy.  However, the Christian Council is now seeking to deal with this matter and our Church must see how it can really make an effective contribution to the work of the Christian Council Social Action Committee.

 (10) Medical Work

The Wenchi Hospital has grown and the church’s financial and moral support for it has increased but the hospital still faces grave financial difficulties.  The hospital is now more of a Christian hospital- but it still has to depend on some expatriate appointments.

WENCHI HOSPITAL


The Methodist Hospital at Wenchi continues to serve the people of the area well.  The financing of the Hospital has been a problem.  The numbers of both Outpatients and In-patients have increased during the years under review.  We hope to negotiate with the Ministry of Health to change the Hospital into an Agency Hospital.  The Hospital has expanded during the year; recently there have been extensions to the Laboratory, and to the Nurses Quarters.  Willing donors have also continued to give help to the Hospital.  A new refrigerator and incubator have been donated.  Steps are being taken by the Hospital authorities to reduce the fees charged to enable the hospital to give help to people in need.


We commend all that has been done, and all we hope for, to Christ, who brings healing to bodies and renews whole personalities.

(11) Property

On the credit side we have buildings such as Trinity College (a united effort) and Methodist Church Headquarters, and a number of impressive new and completed churches.  As against this there is still a long list of uncompleted buildings, and existing buildings poorly maintained.  What real use has been made of the survey of incomplete buildings carried out by the Rev. Noel Warman?  And it is regrettable that during this period the Architects Department should have ceased to function.  It needs to be revived now, but might this be on an ecumenical basis.  Again efforts have been made to secure adequate deeds for all our properties, but these have not been successful and ways and means of tacking the problem must be found.

PROPERTY


During these ten years of autonomy the following chapel and manses have been built and dedicated: -

(a) The two Manses for Sekondi.

(b) The two Manses and Hostel for Cape Coast.

(c) The Chapel at Wa, Northern Ghana Mission.

(d) The Calvary Chapel in Accra and the Chapel at Tema.

(12) Finance. – Some figures:






Membership           Per head

Income …  1959       N¢309,000            84,000                N¢3.7


       1969            593,000          115,000                      5.2

Ministers    1959       N¢167,000

     and 

Catechists   1969             306,000


During the period there has been some development of Christian stewardship giving and a growth in the pledge system.  There has been substantial growth of income-but expenditure has also increased considerably.  Are really displaying Christian stewardship in our spending of Church money?


It is a matter of the gravest concern that after ten years of autonomy the Church should be most seriously in debt: -

1961 34 Circuits in credit N¢40,000

  9 Circuits in debit         6,000

1970 23 Circuits in credit N¢48,000

24 Circuits in debit       28,000

1970 Summary. - Kumasi   District- strong; Cape   Coast-



     satisfactory; Accra-weak; Winneba-weak;



    Sekondi-very weak.


It is also an unhealthy state of affairs that there should be considerable inequalities between stronger and weaker Circuits, and that in the poorer Circuits stipends fall into arrears and ministers and catechists are poorly housed.

(13) Inter-church relations

 (a)    
 During the past ten years there has been a considerable increase in

co-coperative work through the Christian Council of Ghana-e.g. Christian                       Service Committee, Volta Resettlement Committee, Christian Marriage and Family Life Committee, Tema Industrial Mission, etc.  This is as it should be, because the Churches should work together wherever they can.  A large volume of ecumenical aid is now coming into Ghana; but we have to ask whether the Churches in Ghana (which, of course, includes the Methodist Church) are giving sufficient support to all this growing work.

  (b)   
  In 1961 Church Union in Ghana was a new idea for our Church;

But in 1971 we know that a United Church can be   established, if only our congregations, and those of the other negotiating Churches, can be educated to realize that Union is God’s will for the Churches in Ghana now.

(c) 
The last decade has seen the beginning of rapprochement with the Roman Catholic Church- e.g. there is now a Committee for Co-operation between the Christian Council and the Roman Catholic Church.

(d)
As an autonomous Church the Methodist Church, Ghana, has been ably taking its place in ecumenical councils, and has been ably represented there by its Presidents, etc.  But this has been imposing strains on the finances of the Church.

(e) 
The Methodist Church, Ghana, has continued to have a close relationship with the Methodist Church in Britain, which has assisted it in supplying some missionary staff and giving some financial assistance.  The idea of a similar partnership with some other overseas Churches has been put forward but not been pursued effectively so far.

CONCLUSION


In attempting to survey the past ten years, one is struck by the fact that the Church has been pursuing clear policies in some fields but that in others there seems to be a lack of consistent development.  Is this a fair observation; and if so, what should be done to deal with such a situation?


As we now look ahead and ask “where do we go from here?”  We may remind ourselves of what this Committee has said about the development priorities of the Church:


“The overall priorities are building up the life of the Church and helping to develop the Christian life and witness of our membership as a whole.  This requires that our programmes should concentrate on the training of our Church Membership, and on the training of our leaders, both voluntary and paid.”

THE NORTHERN GHANA MISSION, 1961-71


At the Inaugural Conference of the Methodist Church, Ghana the northern Region Mission as it was then called was just six years old.  It had a staff of 3Ministers (One each at Wa, Bole and Lawra), 1 woman worker (Stationed at Lawra), and four Catechists (One each at Wa, Lawra, Yeji and Tamale).  The total expenses for the first year of autonomy were ₤G4, 300 and the total income for the year exceeded the expenditure by ₤ G1, 200.  Mission Houses had been erected at Wa, Bole, Lawra (2); chapels at Mangu and Nakore; and Teachers Quarters at Vieri.  The School for the Blind at Wa was in it’s third year and steadily growing in numbers and effectiveness and two new Primary schools had been opened under our management in the Wa area.  The main form of evangelistic outreach was the “Night School” which combined Literacy work with teaching and preaching the Gospel.  The first converts were mainly young men, but in the area covered by Miss Harvey they were mainly women.


During the past ten years the work of the Mission has slowly and steadily progressed.  The harvest sown so faithfully in the beginning is being gathered in.  It is a tribute to the first two Ministers to serve in the North that the first two accepted Candidates for the Ministry who are Northerners were converted under their Ministry. 

At present there are six Catechists in the Mission, four of them are Northerners.  Of these one was converted through the Ministry of Miss L.L.Harvey, another through the Rev. Paul Adu and two others through the caring love of the Church, which they experienced in the School for the Blind, Wa.  In the village of Bali in the Bole Section a Gospel Messenger is helping the Church-he is a convert of the Rev. R.J.Figures, the first Minister appointed to Bole.  In Wa two Gospel two young men were led to Christ by Rev.Paul Adu.  On those two have had their marriages blessed in the last four years every couple has paid tribute to former members of the Mission staff who helped them to know, understand and believe the Gospel.  One is reminded of Paul’s words to the Corinthian Christians “I planted, Apollos Watered, but God gave the growth.”  We acknowledge with gratitude the labours of the pioneers of the Mission.


Since 1961 the United Methodist and Presbyterian congregations in Tamale and Bolgatanga have separated and the pastoral care of the Methodist members in those towns, and at Yendi, is now the responsibility of the Northern Ghana Mission Staff.  This highlights the fact that the nature of our work in the North is two-fold.  There is first the pastoral care and oversight of Congregations of Southern Methodists which exist in the larger towns of the North-Tamale, Bolgatanga, Wa Bole, Lawra, Tumu, this is similar in many ways to the normal work of a Minister in a town in the South.  The second aspect of our work is the Evangelization of the indigenous people in the North-Western corner of the country.  Our “Mission” to the North is focused on them and they cover many different tribes and language groups and quite a considerable geographical area.  Statistics show that in 1971 of the total Methodist Community (2,446) 1,480 are Southerners and 966 Northerners; apart from 16 Northerners who are in membership in Tamale and Bolgatanga all the other Northerners are in the North-West and 1,061 of the total Southerners are in Membership in either Tamale or Bolgatanga.  We think of the work in the East as Chaplaincy and that in the West as Missionary.


In everything our first priority is the Preaching of the Gospel; the declamation of the essential truths of the Faith.  The task is a God given one and the message is of His love for man.  The Church is concerned to show that the Gospel affects man in his total situation-as being fully human and an integral part of Society.  We are concerned about a man’s body and mind as well as his soul, as concerned about the society he lives in as well as the Church we invite him to join.  This has involved us in practical matters such as education, care of the handicapped, medical work, literacy work, self-help projects, nutrition, agriculture, and in this we have received great help from the Christian Service Committee of the Christian Council of Ghana and other organizations such as Oxfam and Wat on Want.  But in all this we seek to remember the centrality of the first commandment of Jesus to Love God and then the Love of our neighbour is seen in its proper context.  Our service of our fellows is rooted in our allegiance to the Suffering Servant and in obedience to His commands.  And so our words are accompanied by (not replaced by) deeds.


During the past ten years we have seen the growth and development of projects and schemes initiated during the Mission’s infancy.  The School for the Blind is an excellent example of this.  In 1960 there were 34 children in the School now there are 98-65 boys and 3 girls.  Since 1967 candidates for the Middle School Leaving Certificate have been put forward by the school with very satisfactory results.  Former students of the School have done well.  Ten boys and two girls are at Wenchi Secondary School; two girls are at St. Francis Secondary School, Jirapa, two boys are at St. Francis Xavier Sem Sec. School, Wa; two boys are at training as Catechists at Freeman College in 1967 and have given very good service on the staff of the Mission during the three years since the completion of their training.  Other students have followed vocational studies in Typewriting and Shorthand, and two successfully passed their Government Typist Grade II examination in 1970.  A current problem facing the School staff, the Board of Governors and the Church is the finding of employment for those blind pupils who have successfully completed their studies.


Following the introduction of compulsory education in 1961 several Primary Schools in the Wa District were placed under our management.  Unfortunately at the close of the current academic year 5 of those schools will be closed and the children absorbed into other schools; this is due to a serious decline in enrolments-a problem common to the Upper Region.  In 1970 the Mangu Methodist Middle School should move to Form IV for the first time.  The problem of employment on completion of schooling is causing parents and guardians to withdraw their children from schools and to refrain from sending their young ones to the Primary Schools.


The Night classes started more than a decade ago continues to be a means of evangelism and also of increasing literacy.  In both Wa and Bole sections this method has proved itself over and over again and many of those who first heard the Gospel through the night schools are now helping to run them and to bring their brothers in to benefit in the same way.


The multiplicity of languages in North poses its own problems.  We are happy to report that in addition to learning the various languages progress has also been made in translation work.  Miss L.L.Harvey translated the Senior Catechism of the Methodist Church into Lawra Lobi and had earlier translated some hymns and a simple liturgical service, which is used in some of the villages.  The Rev.V.A Kala has translated the Order of Morning Prayer and very many Hymns Book into the Dagaari language. Rev.M.L Sintim has been able to use translations of simple songs and choruses made by Rev.Figures into the Gonja and Birifuor Lobi and had himself translated others and produced simple tracts for evangelistic purposes.  Several hymns have been translated into Wali by the Catechist and members at Mangu.


In 1964 the appointment of a Missionary Nurse Evangelist enabled the Church to seriously come to terms with the needs of the village people and Maternal and Child welfare clinics started by Miss Aspinall have been continued by her successor.  The mobile clinic donated in 1964 has now been replaced by a Landover ambulance vehicle donated by OXFAM of Great Britain.  It is hoped that second nurse evangelist can be appointed shortly and that in due course a team of three including a Ghanaian can operate the clinic, which is centered on Lawra.  Our work amongst the women and children is closely linked with that of the Christian Service Committee through its Nutrition Rehabilitation Facility, which grew out of an idea of Miss Aspinall’s.  The importance of health education and basic nutrition training is essential for the well being of the people in the rural areas and we feel that our contribution in this field should be increased if possible.


The major occupation of the people in the Northern and Upper Regions is farming, and the records show that shortly after the Mission to the North began the Church felt it should be trying to help the people to help themselves by undertaking an Agricultural programmed based on Wa.  This eventually was started in 1964 with help in terms of personnel and finance from the Agricultural Aids foundation of the United States of America and from the Christian service Committee of the Christian Council of Ghana.  With a fairly small demonstration farm and a concentration on extension work it was hoped to influence the farmers in new and more effective methods, and to introduce new strains of seeds and crops.  Helps was given in ploughing for the local farmers and this has particularly been appreciated.  In addition the Agriculturalist has been able to give guidance and technical help in regard to self-help projects such as the sinking of wells, the construction of dams, the erection of public latrines in the villages, the construction of feeder roads and culverts.  Our concern has been to help raise the standard of living, improve the quantity and quality of the farmers’ crops, increase the production of high protein food stuffs, and generally to show the love of Christ in our caring and service.  There is still plenty of scope for expansion of the work in the North, both in terms of the evangelistic work and the “ service” arms of the Church.  The precise lines along which this development will take place are not laid down, but like so many other parts of the Church plans for development are constantly having to be rejected or at best reduced and revised because of inadequacy of funds.  We hope that soon the Circuit staff will be six Ordained Ministers, that our Catechist strength can be increased by one to seven and that funds will be available for local appointments to assist staff appointed by the Conference.  It is probable that the Mission will be divided and that the Eastern Section will form a Circuit-or Circuits ultimately on its own.  The need for a trained laity is very great and it is hoped that the proposed Lay Training Centre at Tamale which is to operate on an Ecumenical basis will help in this regard.  We feel that it is important that as converts are made they should be encourage to grow in understanding and in spiritual experience and the need for systematic teaching of the faith high on the list of priorities.  The headmaster of the School for the Blind, Mr. B. K. Awumee, has given very loyal and faithful service over the past 12years, has learnt the language, and has committed himself to the North and to its people.  Such are the sort we need in very part of our work-we thank God for those who served in the past with the same dedicated spirit, we give thanks for those who now serve and pray that we shall never be short who now serve and pray that we shall never be short of those who will similarly serve.


Mention has been made of opportunities for developing the medical work and possibly later extending it to other sections of the Mission.  The future of the agricultural project is still a matter for debate, but there is much that can be done-and needs to be done-to help and encourage the rural farmers and to improve their living conditions.  Our future involvement in formal education is uncertain, but there will always be opportunity for chaplaincy work in schools and colleges and this is an important line for development now and in the future.


In the last 10 years the church has grown, the Mission has developed, it is now a thriving ‘teenager’.  We may speak with pride and thanksgiving of the increasing numbers, additional buildings, the fine chapel at Wa, Candidates for the Ministry, marriage blessings, increased giving for the work, increased expenditure on the work, but there is still a long way to go; there are still problems to be overcome; this part of the work of the Methodist Church, Ghana needs the continued support in interest, prayers and gifts of all God’s people.  Our work will not be accomplished until the whole of the Northern and Upper Regions of Ghana are won for Christ and His Church.










Rev. K.John A. Stedman

STATISTICS


  The following are some of the main figures given by the Annual Statistical Returns for the past twenty years: -

Congregations:

1959 1,334

1960 1,455+121

1970 1,665+210

Membership:


Full Members


On Trial

Junior members

1959 53,248  


     25,268

54,282

1960 58,591+5,343                      25,787+519            68,796+14,514

1970 88,811+30,220                    34,513+8,726         92,181+23,385

The figures for the “Christian community” may also be given.  This is a figure that includes the three categories of membership already given, together with Catechumens being prepared for baptism, adherents (persons attached to but not members of a congregation) and baptized children (other than Junior members).

Christian community:

1950 135,923

1960   162,830+26,907

1970 238,578+75,748

These figures show that the Methodist Church is growing Church and that the rate of growth has accelerated during the past ten years.  For such developments we indeed give thanks to God, but at the same time we must remember the large population growth (and also it seems most likely that the spiritual Churches are growing more rapidly than the “older” Churches). 

The figures for Baptisms are:

    
Adults




Children

1950   3,951 




6,780

1960   3,113-838


           12,732+5,952

1970   3,430+317                                           13,244+   512

It is striking to note that whereas adult baptisms are falling somewhat, there has been a marked increase in the number of children baptized.  This strongly suggests that it is the Christian home that is the main factor in the growth of our Church, and emphasizes the paramount importance of the care of our young people.

The figures of ministers and others who care for the membership and Christian Community are as follows: -

Ministers

Catechists

Local

Class







     Preachers             Leaders

1950   53

431

     2,927
          3,694

1960   62+9                  285-146               4,342+1,415        4,210+   516

1970   134+72              233-52   
     5,917+1,575        5,847+1,637

It is significant and encouraging that the number of Ministers has more than doubled since 1960.  Two factors have accounted for this-a growth in the number of candidates trained at Trinity College and the scheme for senior candidates, under which catechists particularly have been recruited into the Ministry.

On the other hand the number of Catechists has decreased, in accordance with Church policies.  The recruitment of Catechists has been stopped and for a number of years to come the Church will be served by a smaller number of more fully trained men.

The figures for Local Preachers and Class Leaders may be allowed to speak for themselves; and it is-as always significant to note the importance of voluntary lay leadership in the Methodist church.

The figures for Sunday Schools are as follows: -

Sunday Schools

S.S Teachers

S.S./scholars

1950   620


2,267


38,260

1960   401-219

1,523-744

21,145-17,115

1970   381-20


1,210-313

24,958+ 3,813


These statistics are rather perplexing and making sobering reading.  The Sunday school is used less now than in the past to teach adults to read; and this may account (in part, at least) for the decline in enrolment between 1950 and 1960.  But one has only to compare the figures for Junior Members and Sunday School Scholars to realize that the majority of our children are not attending Sunday school to receive their Christian training there.


To sum up, one may say that the church’s statistics give us cause for thanksgiving but not for complacency.

FINANCE


The bulk of the Church’s income comes from the giving of its individual members and is shown in the annual returns of Circuits Income; the bulk of church expenditure is similarly in the Circuits; so we may begin this review by looking at the Income and Expenditure of the circuits in 1960 and 1970.

Income





1960                    1970








N¢

     N¢

Church Dues.   …….     


 105,936
185,332

Collections. …. …. .        


 99,952
 183,873

Harvests………. ………      

             82,690
  138,393

Miscellaneous.   …. ……     ……                    11,710
  104, 941

Development and Extension Fund. ……        
 24,650
     39,345

Northern Ghana Mission Fund    …  …            6,360

     13,848








________
________


Total. ….   ….  ……  ….


N¢331,298        665,732








_________      _________

Expenditure




1960

  1970

Stipends and Allowances:


N¢

N¢

Ministers.  … …
     

           72,224

166,844

Catechists. …. ….

                       105,452            173,704

Other Payments.  ….  ……….       

88,308             234,318

Conference assessments, etc.    …  ….  …     46,370               85,577

Northern Ghana Mission … … … …… …      6,360               18,577








________        ________

Total. ….. …. …… …… 

            N¢318,714       679,020








__________     ________ 


In comparing these figures we must first bear in mind the decline in the purchasing power of our money, and the concomitant rise in costs.  We must also remember the increase in our membership, from 84,000(full and on-trial members) in 1960 to 123,000 in 1970.  Nevertheless it is a striking fact, and one for which the church should express its gratitude to its members, that our church income has doubled during the past ten years.  The average giving per head has risen from N¢3.9 in 1960 to N¢5.4 in 1970; and this is no doubt due in part to the growth of the system of pledge giving.


But there is also another-and unfortunately very different –side to the picture.  Church expenditure (as shown by the above figures) has increased even more rapidly than income, so that whereas income at Circuit level exceeded expenditure by N¢12,584 in 1960, expenditure in 1970 exceeded income by N¢13,288.  Expenditure on ministers’ and catechists’ stipends has risen as modest and much-needed improvements have been made in their salary scales.  The cost of financing the northern Ghana Mission and connexional services has risen greatly.   But this overall excess of expenditure over income also leads one to ask whether the growth of Christian stewardship in Church giving has been matched by a similar stewardship in the control of expenditure.


The following figures show connexional expenditure in 1960 and 1970: -









1960


1970









N¢


N¢

Trinity College.   ……   …….


7,438


34,808

Further Training of Ministers, etc.  …

4,348


  3,938

Freeman College…



            5,413


  8,210

Youth Work. ……. …….



   300


  1,470

Women’s Work.  ….  ……


            2,301


  7,967

    (Principally Kwadaso Training Centre)



Medical Work.  ….  ….


            1,000


  7,000

      (Wenchi Hospital)      





Church Administration. …… ….

           14,565           

 34,089

Universal church Responsibilities. …. .

 2,540


   5,781

Supplementary Pensions. …….

             1,711  

   5,029

Property & capital Works. …. ….

              ___


   6,043

Northern Ghana Mission.  …


           13,674


 26,870








_______ 

______

Total. ……… …. ………



N¢53,290                   141,205








________ 

______


We have previously noted that expenditure at Circuit levels has increased by a little over 100 per cent between 1970 and 1960, but these figures show that connexional expenditure has increased by 165 per cent.  Where the major increases have been the above table shows.  Some main causes for the very greatly increased cost of training the ministry have been the increase in the number of ministerial candidates, the strengthening of the staff to Trinity College, and the move from Kumasi to Legon.  The increase in the cost of Church Administration has been occasioned, in part at least, by the development of the Church from Synod to Conference statues.  The cost of the Northern Ghana Mission work has doubled-partly because of the expansion of the work and partly as a result of rising costs generally.

But how has such a huge increase in expenditure been met?  The Circuits (through assessments, etc.) contributed twice as much to these various connexional services in 1970 as they did in 1960.  The other main source of finance has been income from the Methodist Book Depot Ltd., which contributed N¢33,000 to the connexional budget in 1970.

This review of the finances of the Church after ten years of autonomy finishes with a summary of the present financial position of the Church as a whole.

In 1961, the financial standing of the Circuits was as follows: - 


34 Circuit in credit –total of N¢40,458


  9 Circuit in debit –total of   N¢ 6,128

At Conference, 1970 these were the figures: -


24 Circuits in credit – total of N¢48,318


23 circuits in debit – total of    N¢27,811


The Conference Finance Committee had to report that in 1970 the total of Circuit debits was higher than ever before, and that many Circuits were in a very weak state.  Such a state of affairs is a matter of grave concern, especially when we realize that in the poorer Circuits stipends fall into arrears and ministers and catechists are poorly housed.


The finance of the Conference Office (the Church’s central funds) are also in also in a weak state, and for main reasons.  Firstly, the Circuit debts are mainly debts to the Conference Office; and secondly, income from the Methodist Book Depot is not forthcoming now in the way it used to be.  


Although much has been achieved during the past ten years, the Church has grave financial difficulties to face and overcome at this tenth anniversary of its autonomy.

PROGRESS IN EDUCATION FROM 1961-71 

INTRODUCTION


It is no easy task to review the Educational progress of the Methodist Church from 1961-71, as the administration has not been in the hands of only one person throughout the period.  


There is very reason for the Church to concern itself in Education as religious education is necessary for this country and quite rightly from its early stages the Church has taken keen interest in Education and has given a recognizable lead.


Progress no doubt has been made within the past 10 years and from records I shall do the best I can in this short review to show the progress the Church has made in Education.

PRIMARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOLS


Before the year 1961 it had been the policy of the Government that no Church Educational Unit should open any new Primary or Middle School.  All new schools should be Local Authority but the Local Councils could, where necessary, invite Educational Units to manage schools on their behalf.  Statistics show that for the ten-year period the total number of our Primary and Middle Schools increased from 821 to 1,072 as in several areas the Councils offered us the management of some of their newly opened schools.


During the period there had been more pupils teachers than certificated teachers in many of our schools.  In 1965, for example, when we had a total of 2,151 certificated teachers there were 3,234pupil teachers.  This proportion continued with very little variation, but it was only in 1970 when our certificated teachers outnumbered the pupil teachers in all the Regions except the Upper Region.  There were 3,687 certificated teachers as against 2,223 pupils teachers, and as more trained teachers are being turned out every year it will not be long when very few pupils teachers, if any, will remain in the field.

THE ADMINISTRATION



Up to 1961 THE educational Unit administered the schools from four Regions and there was one Supervisor, now Regional Manager, in each Region with the General Manager, the overall head, at Accra.  The Supervisor at Kumasi was responsible for schools in Ashanti and Brong-Ahafo Region, the one at Takoradi for Western and Central Regions, the one at Koforidua for Eastern Region including Trans Volta and the fourth at Accra for Greater Accra District and who also assisted the General Manager.



It was only the Supervisor at Kumasi who was responsible for paying the salaries to Teachers in Ashanti and Brong-Ahafo, but in all the other Regions the salaries were paid from Accra.  Because of the long distances there were at times complaints of payment of salaries being unduly delayed.  All transfers and appointments were also done at Headquarters.



In 1962 the Church appointed a Commission comprising the following members: -



Justice Nii Amaa Ollennu (Chairman)


Mr. A. E .Chinbuah


Rev. T. Wallace Koomson

Mr. C. J. Bannerman 

Mr. G.N. Baffoe

To look into the Administrative service of the Unit and make recommendations.


Though their recommendations which were approved by Conference a new office was opened at Cape Coast and a Regional Manager was posted there to be responsible for the Central Region.  Work started officially in this office on 1st Central Region.  Work started officially in this office on 1st March 1963.  Each Regional Manager was made responsible for the administration of his Region including the payment of salaries and the stationing of teachers.  Two levels of transfer and appointment committee were established, namely: -

(i) A Central Transfers and Appointments Committee at Conference level.

(ii) Regional Transfers and Appointments Committee at Regional level.

The 

Education Secretary or General Manager who was to be responsible to the Reverend President had the overall supervision of all the Primary, Middle and Secondary Schools as well as Training Colleges throughout the country and was to provide liaison relationship between the Unit and Government and with Local Authorities.  He was to be made the sole arbiter in appeals against transfers within a Region and his decisions in such matters were to be final.


The Church was grateful to the Ministry of Education for their ready acceptance of the proposals for the new ser-up and for providing the funds required for it.  It should be mentioned that the cost for administering the Unit rose from N¢42,000 (£G21, 000) in 1961-62 to N¢60,000 (£G30, 000) in 1962-63.

In 1964 another request was made to the Ministry of Education for an additional Regional Manager to take charges of the Brong-Ahafo as the work in the two Regions (Ashanti and Brong-Ahafo) was becoming very heavy for one person.  The Ministry was not convinced at first that the appointment was necessary, but after several discussions and comparisons with figures of other Units the Ministry finally became convinced and on 29th June 1965 gave approval for an additional Regional Manager.  The Sunyani Office was opened on 1st December 1965.  The Unit therefore now has 6 Regional Managers in addition to the General Manager and there is good progress.

THE SCHOOLS FOR THE BIND, WA

In this review special mention must be made of this school, which was opened on 13th May 1958 under our management.  The school reached Middle Form Four during the period under review.  Its first pupils passed out in 1967.11 candidates were presented and there were 100 per cent passes with two distinctions.  The school is doing excellent work and the Church is helping with the further training of the pupils.  Over 24 Middle School leavers have been turned out.  12 of them are at Wenchi Secondary School, which initially admitted for of the pupils.  Two are at St. Francis Secondary School, Jirappa, two at St. Xavier Seminary, Wa and two have trained ad Catechists and are gainfully employed by the northern Ghana Mission.  Others are doing vocational training course in typing at the Vocational Department of the School for the Blind, Wa, and handicrafts at the Akropong School for the Blind. 


The accommodation of the school is at the moment not satisfactory but there are plans by the Government to rehouse the school very shortly. 

SECONDARY SCHOLLS AND TRAINING COLLEGES


Before the period under review the church had the following Secondary Schools and Training colleges: -

Secondary Schools 



Training Colleges
Mfantsipim-Cape Coast

              Wesley College-Kumasi

Wesley Girls’ High School-Komenda-             Komenda Cape Coast

Prempeh College-Kumasi

(Run jointly with the Presby- Aburi-                Aburi (terians)

Wesley Grammar School-                                 Osei Tutu-Akropong (Ash.) Accra

There was a Methodist Girls’ Boarding School at Juaben, Ashanti, which was functioning satisfactorily, but it had to be closed down in august 1962, and the buildings were used for a Women’s Training College in October 1962 under Methodist management.


In 1963 through the influence of the Omanhene of Wenchi, his elders and her Local Manager a Secondary School was opened at Wenchi under our management and fortunately it become Government Assisted at the onset.

The people of Breman Asikuma at the beginning of 1964-65 academic years opened and registered a Secondary school in our old Primary School building, which was offered freely to the state. The Government felt unable to approve its opening as a public Secondary School.  The Board of Governors petitioned to the Education Secondary (General Manager) to have the school placed under the management of the Methodist church.  The Church accepted the management and it is gratifying to remark that the School became Government Assisted in 1965.  It is making good progress and the Government has started putting up new buildings on a very impressive site offered by the state.


In 1969 Conference sponsored the opening of a Secondary School at Mampong (Akwapim), which was registered as a private Secondary School.  It is in its third year but has not yet become Government Assisted. 

MAINTENANCE OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS


The Local councils were given the responsibility of giving maintenance and equipment grants to all schools whether managed by the Local Authority by the Church.  The maintenance grants were N¢10.00 (£5) per teacher and the equipment grants N¢12.00 (£6) per teacher for the Primary and N¢20.00 (£10) per teacher for the Middle.  The Councils at first shouldered this responsibility satisfactorily, but during the period under review many Councils at different times decided to equip and maintain the schools themselves and other Councils complained of lack of funds.  This has brought about several difficulties, which are still being faced.  Several of our school buildings have been neglected and their conditions both outside and inside are a disgrace to the Unit.  Many schools are very poorly equipped.  Several Councils are indebted to our Methodist Book Depot Ltd. Which agreed to supply materials to our schools in advance and to receive the amount when the grants were paid.

EDUCATION FUND


The Conference at one of its meetings agreed to a recommendation that an Education fund be established out of which school buildings belonging to the Church may be maintained and building loans also made to our Higher Institutions for the erection of staff houses.  The fund has been established and there is an “Education Sunday” on the Church’s calendar but the growth of the fund has not been as was expected.

CHAPLAINCY WORK

During the last few years’ serious attention has been paid to chaplaincy work not only in our Higher Institutions but in other Higher Institutions also.  There are Chaplaincy Boards in all the Districts, which have made provision for the pastoral care of the youth in the Institutions. Some of our institutions have full time chaplains.  In Kumasi and Cape Coast full time chaplains have been secured to take care of all Methodists in the non-Methodist Institutions.


The Student Christian Movement and the Scripture Union are functioning very well in all our Secondary Schools and Training Colleges.  An Inter-varsity Methodist Students’ Union has been formed and in 1968 the President of conference had the unique privilege of conducting the inauguration service.

REVIEW OF THE CHURCH’S EDUCATIONAL POLICY

As the educational scene in the country is changing, the Church has found it necessary to review its Educational policy and the following is the statement of the Church’s Educational Policy adopted by the Conference of 1979: -

THE GHANA METHODIST CHURCH’S STATEMENT OF EDUCATIONAL POLICY.

      1.
The basic interest of the Methodist Church of Ghana in Education is directed towards proving effective Christian training for all children, and that all planning of education should be towards a unified system under suitable public control and providing effective Christian training, but that provision should be made within that system for compatible varieties of schools and managements.

      2. 
The church should, as in the past, co-operate with Government in educational work in so far as the aims and practices of the state are compatible with the principles of the Church.

      3.
The Methodist church pledges itself to act in harmony in all matters with the other churches negotiating Union.

4. The Methodist Church wishes to retain its interest and share in the management of the Secondary Schools and Training Colleges which have already been developed with direct encouragement and support from the church, and would wish to co-operate with the Ministry o Education in establishing other similar schools where there is a need for them.

5. Conference draws attention of members to new fields such as vocational schools, nursery schools, care of handicapped persons, running of Church hostels and adult education.

6. The church can also on its own establish schools where Christian values can be found and which satisfy the requirements of the Ministry of Education.  The full cost of these schools should be met by the church and the parents.

Form the statement it will be seen that the Church believes that Christian education is essential to the nation especially at this time of our national development, and that if our children are to have the strength of character which will enable them to live good Christian lives we as members of the Church should resolve to serve the country to the best of our ability in the sphere of education.  It is necessary, too, that our teachers should become dedicated Christian teachers.

CONCLUSION

It is conclusive from this brief review that no period in the history of our educational work in this country has there been so significant expansion as during the first ten-year period of the Church’s autonomy.  This remarkable expansion which is noticeable everywhere is a clear index to the distinguished place the Church has occupied in education during this time.

F.C.GRANT

General Manager

LOOKI NG AHEAD

The fundamental point is the renewal of personality by the action of God in    Christ.  Unless this is what is happening the Church is doing nothing.

1. There are many signs that this is not happening within the Church.  The aim of the church must be to enable this to happen and create conditions where it can happen in the Church.  The aim of the Church is for this to happen in the whole national society.

At present modern means of living and the developments of technology are being adopted in order to carry out the aims of pre-Christian thinking and with only incidental disturbance of the non-Christian concepts of the country.  If Christian thinking is brought to bear on, for instance, death, the family, money, local politics, and if there are a few people with sufficient faith to make it fruitful, we shall immediately see a great difference in the newspapers each morning and in the streets of our towns and villages.


There is no way of bringing this about except by confrontation with Christ.  If people come to meet Him, and recognize who He is, and accept His lordship, then they will find He makes them new people and they are living in a different world.


Our aim as church must first be to accept this programme.  That means giving up everything, which does not relate to the act of God in Christ and His will for the salvation of mankind.  And then every organization and action must be judged in the same light and developed for this purpose.  At every stage we must refer to this criterion of judgement.  Then the positive part of the programme is: -

(a) To enable people to meet Christ;

(b) To help them they respond to him in faith.

(i) Christ meets people through his Ministers in the Church, in his Word and Sacraments.  These are the covenanted or guaranteed ways in which Christ is present with his disciples to the close of the age.  We must therefore examine these means of grace so that they can be more fruitful.  The main requirement for their being fruitful is a deep true faith in Christ, and the life of prayer, which results from this.

(ii) People respond to Christ so that the Holy Spirit can act   in heir whole personalities; they can grow in love and their faith and hope will develop.  As a result of this God is able to act in new ways in the world.

2. The basic organization of the Methodist church is designed to foster the spiritual life exactly in accordance with these truths and this response.

(a) The Ministers and the fellowship of the Church from the setting in which the whole Christian life begins and develops.

(b) The Ministry of god’s Word and the Sacraments operate in the same setting.

(c) The Class meting extends the Ministry of pastoral care so as to foster the response of faith in each member and to encourage and support his prayer and daily obedience.

Renewal, then, is to be sought through a faithful use of these basic structures.

      Having had these changed personalities what would be expected by the Church to do?

(a) Infiltrating the Society. – Lay training at all levels of the Connexion –Freeman giving the guidance.  By Lay Training – I mean not only layworkders’ Training but training the whole of the children of God within our Society in their jobs.  This will help each person see his or her job as a job done for Christ and his saving work in the world.  

I would bring under this the intensification of our work amongst the youth carried on by the Districts.

(b) Districts working as Districts and not as Circuits.  This will make the Districts partially autonomous-taking decisions and acting as a member of the family- the connexion.  In future developments –as in missionary work, for example-the Districts should seek to take more responsibility, financially and in other ways.

3. To see the Ministry as God’s, etc.; and everything we do must be that of the Ministers’ job.  Management of the School must be in hands of laymen in the Ministers’ office with the Minister giving spiritual nurture and admonition to the children.  Specialization needed within the Ministry.

4. WORSHIP. - In recent years there has been arguments about the contents and usefulness of Christian worship within the African Society.  It would be helpful if the Church would come in line with contemporary tough forms arriving at a form of worship, which must have some contents of the Ghanaian Traditional life.  This is why there is the need for our ministers to aim at having their first degree in Ghana.

5. The Committee review with concern the existence of a number of one-minister Circuits, and felt that, for the health of the church, every circuit ought to have two or more ministers resident in it.  The present state of affairs    should be rectified as more ministers become available for stationing or-in appropriate cases-by the amalgamation of Circuits.

6.    Relation of the Mission of the World church to the needs of the Church in     Ghana.  This may possibly make us follow a policy of seeking fraternal relationship with all the West African Methodist churches and also with other Methodists elsewhere.  More requests are coming in for ministers to serve in West African Methodist Churches.

7.   Training of church Personnel- the church must pan ahead to know the present and future needs of the church, so as to pan the training of her personnel.
8.   “From time to time the church may need to seek external assistance, whether in expect personnel or capital grant.  But from the beginning the church must also make her own contribution and must look forward to taking full responsibility for the project.  Examples are the need for Ghanaian senior staff at Wenhi; and various projects being undertaken by the Christian council.
Attempt to sketch an overall plan
A criterion of judgment on every project and action
9. That the questions “How does this affect the individual Church member?            What part has he got in carrying it out?” have in every case been asked and honestly answered, the answers to be recorded by the Committee or body, 


Which makes the decision for action.

      An overall aim and immediate aim
10. The Methodist church has two aims, to offer herself to God for His sole use, and    to fulfill His most holy will in the world.  The first means that we seek the holiness of the whole of our membership, a complete renewal of life in the power of Christ, rising from the way of the world, to the perfect love of God and man.  It also means the renewal and perfecting of our organization and structure so that the fellowship of the Church is able to function in complete harmony in response to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.


The second aim means that we intend to bring the presence of Christ to every person living in Ghana.  Christ gives himself for all so that all may be delivered and come to know their Father and receive the inheritance of sons in the Kingdom.  We have the duty to love them and care for them and the commission to bring the light of Christ into their lives and the world they live in.


To prepare ourselves so that we can present Christ to everyone in Ghana as our Master, the Lord, in the next five years.

REV.I.K. ASUAMAH THOMPSON

Secretary of the Conference 
CONFERENCE TIME TABLE-AUGUST 1971


Unless otherwise stated all committees will meet in the VESTRY of Wesley chapel and all public meetings, Services and Sessions of the Conference in Wesley Chapel.

Monday, 2nd August

Ministers arrive

Tuesday, 3rd August

Fellowship of the Kingdom meeting

Wednesday, 4th August-8.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m.- Ministerial Session
1.  OPENING DEVOTIONS AND PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

2. Members of the Session.

3.  Reports:

Enquiry concerning ministerial fitness and fidelity, ministerial   character and discipline, Doctrinal Committee of Appeal; appointment of committee.

4. Ministers who have died.

5. Ministers becoming supernumerary, etc.

6. Permissions to serve external organizations, etc.

7. Report of the Ministerial Training Committee.

Wednesday, 4th August-2.30-5.00 p.m.- Ministerial Session.


1. DEVOTIONS  …   …Rev. Philip R.Anderson, B.D.

2. Ministerial Training continued; appointment of Committee.

3. Candidates for the Ministry and appointment of committee.

4. Calls to the ministry; help in candidature.

5. Ordained Testimony Services-7.00 p.m.

Thursday, 5th August –8.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m. –Ministerial Session.
1. DEVOTIONS  …  Rev.William D.Robinson, B.A., M.TH.

2. Changes made during the year in Ministerial stations.

3. First draft of the Stations of the Ministers.

4. Reports of the catechists’ committee; business relating to Catechists, etc.

5. Membership return; report of the General Purposes committee on pastoral questions.

Thursday, 5th August-2.30-5.00 p.m. – Ministerial Session.


1.  DEVOTIONS  …  …   …Rev. Ebenezer K. Dadson

2. Matters referred to this Session.

3. Communications from other Churches.

4. Pastoral conversation on the state of the work.  Lay representatives arrive.

Communion Service –7.00 p.m. 

Friday, 6th august-8.30 a.m.12.30 p.m. – Representative Session.
1.  OPENING DEVOTIONS.  . … The President.

2. Constitution of the Conference.

3. Election of the President and the Secretary of Conference.

4. Appointment of other officers.

5. The Presidential Address.

6. Courtesies; greetings from abroad, from other churches and fraternal visitors.

7. Notices of motion.

8. Proposals for altering the Deed of church Order; any items constituting new legislation.

9. Reports from Synods on the religious state of the Circuits.

Friday, 6th August 2.30-430 p.m.-Representative Session
1.  DEVOTIONS  …   …   …Rev.Yaw Adu-Badu.

2. Evangelism and Pastoral Care.

3. Statistical returns.

4. Recommendations of the Committee on the Life of the Church on the Reports and returns.

5. Decisions concerning the Work of God.

6. Reception of probationers into full connexion.

7. First draft of the Stations of the Ministers; appointment of the Committee.

8. Trinity College report and appointment of representatives to the Governing Body.

9. Any recommendations to the Ministerial Session on ministerial training; Further training.

10. Freeman College report; appointment of Oversight Committee.

11. Catechists’ Committee report; first draft of catechist’s stations; appointments.

12. Ministers on trial to be commended as they begin probation.  

Commendation service-4.30 p.m.

Memorial Service –7.00 p.m.

Saturday, 7th august-8.30 a.m.-2.30 p. m. Representative Session.

1. DEVOTIONS  … … … Rev. Wilfred H.Bridge 

EVANGELISM AND PASTORAL CARE (continued)

2. Report of Local Preachers committee; appointments

3. Report of the Missionary Committees; appointments

4. Report of the Women Work Committee, the Deaconess sub-committee, Kwadaso training center, etc.  Appointment of the committee and the Oversight committee.

Saturday, 7th August –2.30-5.00p.m.  Representative Session


1.  DEVOTIONS  …    …   … rev. John Appiah-Yankson


     EVANGELISM AND POSTORAL CARE (continued)

2. Report of Youth committee; appointments

3. Report of Christian Citizenship Committee; appointment

4. Report of the Committee on the Life of the Church; appointments

Public Youth meeting-6.30 p.m.

Sunday, 8th August –The Ninth Sunday after Trinity


Prayer Meetings – 5.00 a.m.


DIVINE SERVICE – 9.30 a.m.


Children’s Service  – 2.30 p.m.


Ordination Service     6.30 p.m.

Monday, 9th August-8.30 a.m. –12.30 p.m. Representative Session.

1.  DEVOTIONS  …   …   …Rev. William C. Cudjoe

2. Education

3. Report of the Education Committee, reports of Schools and colleges; appointment of the committee and appointments to Boards and Committees of Institutions.

4. Literature

Report of the Literature Committee

Report on the Methodist Book Depot Limited, etc.

Appointment of the Committee.

Monday, 9th August –2.30-4.30 p.m. Representative Session

1.  DEVOTIONS  …   …   …   … Rev. Josiah E. A. akushie 

2. Report of the medical committee; appointment of the committee and the Wenchi Hospital Board.

PROPERTY

3. Report of the property committee, archaists Department, Tec.  Appointment of Committee, management board and Trustees.

Stationing committee-5.30. P.m.

Tuesday, 10th August- 8.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m.  Representative Session


1.  DEVOTIONS   …  …  …Mr. C.T. Eddy, M.A. AUDIT AND FINANCE

2. Report of the audit committee and appointment

3. Report of the Finance Committee; appointment of the Committee and Honorary treasurers.

Tuesday, 10th august –2.30-430 p.m. Representative Session

1. DEVOTIONS.  …  …  …Rev. Charles D.Kittoe, M.A.

RELATIONS WITH OTHER CHURCHES

2. Reports of the Joint Committees, the Christian Council, the Ghana                                                                  Union committee; appointments

3. Report from the Council of the Methodist Church in West Africa; appointments

4.   Communications from and to the British Conference; appointment of Representatives.

5. Business relating to the World Methodist Council, all Africa Conference of Churches, World council of Churches.

Women’s Meeting-4.30 p.m.

Wednesday, 11th August-8.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m. Representative Session

1. DEVOTIONS  …  …  …  …Mr. E.H.Brew-Riverson, B.A.

2. General Purpose; Report and appointment of the Committee and the Nominations Committee

3. Report of the Law and Polity Sub-Committee

4. Report of the Committee of Appeal; appointment

5. Reports from other Committees appointed by Conference

6. Reports from organizations association with the Church; Methodist Laymen’s Association

7. Connexional Calendar

Wednesday, 11th August-2.30 p.m.-5.30 p.m. Ministerial Session 
1. DEVOTIONS  …  …  …Rev. J. Cantamantu Koomson

2. Matters to this Session

3. Dispensations

4. Final drafts of the Stations of the Ministers and of the Catechists

5. Any other business duly before the Session

6. Closing; attesting of records; closing devotions

MISSIONARY MEETING – 630 P.M.

THURSDAY, 12TH august –8.30 p.m. –12.30 p.m. Representative Session
QUIET SESSION CONDUCTOR.Rev. Lawrence H. S. Osae-Ado, B.D., STM.

THURSDAY, 12TH august-2.00 p.m. –5.00 p.m.  Representative Session

1.  DEVOTIONS  …   …   … Mr. N. T. Abraham


2. Designations and elections

3. Business relating to Conference Arrangements, 1971

4. Closing; attesting of records;

5. CLOSING DEVOTIONS.         The President

PLAN OF SERVICE AND MEETINGS, AUGUST 1971

 Date and Time         Place

Service or Meetings
  Preacher or chairman                       Speaker


Tuesday, 3rd
Mfantsipim 
Fellowship of the 


9.00 a.m.
School,
Kingdom



Cape Coast

Wednesday, 4th


Ordianand’s Testimony 
     

7.00 p.m.

 Services

Thursday, 5th
7.00 p. m.
Wesley Chapel,
 Communion Service
     The President



Cape Coast


Friday, 6th
7.00 p. m.
Wesley Chapel,
   Memorial Service
                    The Secretary of the



Cape Coast



   Conference

Saturday, 7th
Wesley Chapel,
   Youth Public Meeting
   Chairman: Prof. E.A.Boateng,
Mr. Justice   

6.30 p. m.
Cape Coast



    Principal UCCC

                  J. Kingsley Nyinah

Sunday, 8th
Wesley Chapel,
     DIVINE SERVICES
    The President

9.30 a.m.

Cape Coast   
     



Amanful




     Rev. Dr. J. K. Agbeti, B.A., STM.




Siwdo




  Rev. J.K. Foh-Amoaning



Moree




  Rev. J.K. Andoh, BD.



Amosima




  Rev. E.K.Baiden, STB.



 Yamoransa



  Rev. R.E.K.Sagoe



 Anomabu



 Rev. Wilfred H.Bridge



Birwa




  Rev. J. Cantamantu Koomson



 





Saltpond




  Rev. E.Allotey-Pappoe



Komantine (Lower)



  Rev.. John K. A. Arko



Eyamain




  Rev. J.K. Bassaw



Abura Dunkwa



  Rev. S.B. Essamuah



Abakrampah



  Rev. J. Osam Tewiah



Nyafaku-Ekroful



  Rev. Samuel E. A. Quarm



Elmina




  Mr. C.T. Eddy, M. A.



Komenda




  Rev. J. Emmanuel Yarquah



Domenasi(Komenda)


  Rev. W.Denis Bambrik, BSC.,BD.



Kisi




  Rev. Isaac C. Ewoodzi



New Ebu




  Rev. John e. Ackeifi

2.30 p. m.
Wesley Chapel,
         Children’s Service
  Rev. K.B.Micah Edu-Buandoh


Cape Coast










Anomabu


 6. 30 p. m.
Wesley Chapel,
         Dedication of            
  The President CHARGE:


Cape Coast                 Chapel Ordination
  By Rev. Jacob S.A.Stephens




         Service


Tuesday, 10th
Wesley Chapel,
        women’s Meeting
  Chairman: Miss Mary   Annan
  Mrs. Dinah

6. 30 p. m.
Cape Coast


                                                                                   Holdrook-Smith

Wednesday, 11th
 Wesley Chapel,
         Missionary Meeting
   Chairman: Nana Sir Tsibu                         Rev. K.John A.

     6. 30 p. m.                   Cape Coast                                                                 Darko, K.B.E.


      Rev. Allen N. 













      K. Sackey-fio

  Thursday, 12th
Wesley Chapel,
          Commissioner of 
     The President

  6. 30 p. m. 

Cape Coast




Notes. - All Collections on Sunday morning will be given towards Conference expenses

